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254 Ends of the Earth – Thursday

Translate here:  

There is a mighty blessing associated with meditating on or thinking deeply about the word of God.  

Translate here:  

Psalm 1 tells us that, “He that meditates on the word of the Lord …..  

Translate here:  

…..is like a tree that is planted beside the water.”  

Translate here:  

It says that his roots will go deep into the earth and there will be water.  

Translate here:  

His leaf will not wither.  

Translate here:  

He will be able to withstand the time of drought.  Praise the Lord!  

Translate here:  

Seeking out a matter from the word of God is a high and wonderful calling.  

Translate here:  

And the fact is, there are some things in the word of God that require seeking it out.  

Translate here:  

Some things that may seem to be immediately obvious,….
Translate here:  

….are not immediately obvious. 

Translate here:  

Some riches from the word of God can only be obtained by digging for them.  

Translate here:  

We are going to do a little digging, as we consider Proverbs chapter 17 verse 24.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Translate here:  

“Wisdom is in the presence of the one who has understanding,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the eyes of the fool are on the ends of the earth.”   

Translate here:  

The eyes of the fool are on the end of the earth….  

Translate here:  

Wisdom is in the presence of the one who has understanding.  

Translate here:  

This seems like a riddle in some ways.  

Translate here:  

The Lord would like to say something to us that we will have to think deeply about.  

Translate here:  

We will have to meditate on it to discover what it is that he is trying to say to us.  

Translate here:  

The King James Version says, “Wisdom is before him that has understanding,… 

Translate here:  

…..but the eyes of the fool are IN the ends of the earth.”  

Translate here:  

Now here are 2 translations. 

Translate here:  

One says that the eyes of the fool are ON the end of the earth. 

Translate here:  

The other one says they are IN the end of the earth.  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says that a discerning man keeps wisdom in view,…. 

Translate here:  

……but a fool’s eyes wander to the ends of the earth.  

Translate here:  

What are we talking about here?  

Translate here:  

Lord Jesus, Would you open our minds…. 

Translate here:  

……that we can understand what you are talking about here, 

Translate here:  

when you refer to the ends of the earth.  

Translate here:  

The Living Bible often helps, but I don’t know that it helps that much this time…. 

Translate here:  

….because it says, “Wisdom is the main pursuit of a sensible man,….. 

Translate here:  

……but a fool’s goals are at the end of the earth.”  

Translate here:  

I have spent some time thinking about this.
Translate here:  

“The ends of the earth” are mentioned over and over again in the Bible.  

Translate here:  

And I never realized it until I made an effort to understand Proverbs chapter 17 verse 24, 

Translate here:  

…..but “the ends of the earth are often mentioned.”  

Translate here:  

I knew about it from a little song that we sing out of Psalm 61.  

Translate here:  

The words are: “Hear my cry, O God.  Listen to my prayer.  

Translate here:  

From the ends of the earth, will I cry unto you. 
Translate here:  

When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”  

Translate here:  

Now David’s saying that he cried out from the ends of the earth,… 

Translate here:  

…..and I recall reading the record of David’s life,…. 

Translate here:  

…that although he traveled into the land of the Philistines,… 

Translate here:  

…..there is no evidence that he traveled any great distances,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so when he says that he calls from the ends of the earth…. 

Translate here:  

….it doesn’t necessarily mean a physical place.  

Translate here:  

He repeats the concept again in Psalm 72 verses 8 through 11.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

“He will rule from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.  

Translate here:  

The desert tribes will bow before him and his enemies will lick the dust.  

Translate here:  

There is a bit more of a clue here regarding what the “ends of the earth” refers to.  

Translate here:  

He does mention here now geographically,…. 

Translate here:  

“from sea to sea and from the river to the ends of the earth,”…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the emphasis here are on victories over the tribes.  

Translate here:  

I think that it is made clearer, though, in Jeremiah chapter 16,… 

Translate here:  

…..and what I want you to listen for here is “at the ends of the earth”  

Translate here:  

I believe it refers to the nations of distant lands,…. 

Translate here:  

….or the nations that are not already serving or aware of or knowing about Jehovah.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Jeremiah chapter 16.  

Translate here:  

“Oh Lord, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in times of distress.  

Translate here:  

To you the nations will come from the ends of the earth and say,…. 

Translate here:  

….our fathers possessed nothing but false gods, worthless idols that did them no good.  

Translate here:  

Do men make their own gods?  Yes, but they are not gods;….
Translate here:  

….therefore, I will teach them. This time I will teach them my power and might.  

Translate here:  

Then they will know that my name is the Lord.”  

Translate here:  

Now here we see, not only are the “ends of the earth”, nations,… 

Translate here:  

…..but they are specifically nations who worship idols, who have no knowledge of God.  

Translate here:  

It says that they even create their own gods.  

Translate here:  

The fool’s eyes are on the ends of the earth. 

Translate here:  

We are going to try to tie this together in just a minute to Proverbs 17:24,…. 

Translate here:  

….where it says that “Wisdom is before him that has understanding,…. 

Translate here:  

….but the eyes of the fool are in are on the ends of the earth.”  

Translate here:  

Alright we are seeing from these scriptures that the ends of the earth are referring to nations.  

Translate here:  

And then Jeremiah opens it up a little bit further,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and it says the nations that have made idols, have made gods that are not real gods.  

Translate here:  

And then Jeremiah in chapter 31 says,  “See, I will bring them from the land of the north…. 

Translate here:  

…..and gather them from the ends of the earth.  

Translate here:  

……among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor.  

Translate here:  

A great throng will return.  They will come with weeping.  

Translate here:  

They will pray as I bring them back. 

Translate here:  

I will lead them besides streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble 

Translate here:  

…….because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my first born son.”  

Translate here:  

Ah! Now Jeremiah is saying that there are people who have strayed to the ends of the earth.  

Translate here:  

Now actually he is talking about the Jewish people having been disbursed after Jerusalem fell. 

Translate here:  

They went into Babylonian captivity and beyond,…. 

Translate here:  

……and then he is promising I am going to bring them back from the ends of the earth,… 

Translate here:  

…..the lame, the expectant mothers, the women in labor.  

Translate here:  

A great throng will return and will come with weeping…. 

Translate here:  

……but essentially what he is referring to is that they are going to come back to God.  

Translate here:  

They are going to come back to Jesus.  

Translate here:  

They are going to have gone away into the nations first…… 

Translate here:  

……and now they are going to come back to Jesus.  

Translate here:  

And Jesus himself mentions it in Mark chapter 13. 

Translate here:  

He says, “In those days, following the days of distress, the sun will be darkened,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and the moon will not give its light….. 

Translate here:  

….and the stars will fall from the sky,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”  

Translate here:  

He is talking about his return now.  

Translate here:  

“And at that time, men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory,… 

Translate here:  

…..and he will send his angels and gather his elect from the 4 winds,…. 

Translate here:  

……from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heaven.”   Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

Now we are beginning to see that those people who have wandered off into nations,….. 

Translate here:  

…..distant nations, who do not know God are going to be drawn back, 

Translate here:  

……and the angels that Jesus sends forth are going to gather them back at the time of his coming.  

Translate here:  

It tells us further in Philippians that every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

Translate here:  

Wisdom is in the presence of a wise man, but a fool’s eyes are at the ends of the earth. 

Translate here:  

In Psalm 1 it says, “Blessed is the man, happy is the man that doesn’t walk in the counsel of the ungodly,…. 

Translate here:  

….or in the ways of the foreign nations that worship foreign gods.”  

Translate here:  

He is calling us back to the worship of Jesus, to the worship of Jehovah. 

Translate here:  

He is calling us back to wisdom.  

Translate here:  

Wisdom is in the presence of the one who has understanding,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the eyes of the fools are on the ends of the earth.  

Translate here:  

It’s very clear to me. It’s simply saying, hey, hey, you guys, out there…. 

Translate here:  

…..chasing after yoga and the maharishi, a god from India,… Buddha, Allah, Krishna, and any made-made idols,…. 

Translate here:  

….and also various forms of divination, and hypnotism and reincarnation,… chants and spells.
Translate here:  

It says the fool’s eyes are turned that way,…. 

Translate here:  

……but wisdom is in the presence of the one who has understanding.  

Translate here:  

The one who has understanding is the one who understands that Jesus is Lord,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that he is God and there is no other god before him.  Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

But the eyes of the fool are on the ends of the earth, on the foreign religions,….. 

Translate here:  

……on the ways of the nations that make their own gods.  

Translate here:  

They are not gods at all.  They build idols with there hands and then worship them.
Translate here:  

Does that make sense? Of course not.

Translate here:  

“Wisdom is before the man that has understanding,…. 

Translate here:  

……but the eyes of the fool are on the ends of the earth.”  

Translate here:  

I don’t believe that it is bad to understand these other religions,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but we do not seek our solace or comfort in them.  

Translate here:  

We seek our solace and comfort in the name of Jesus.  

Translate here:  

Jesus brings us the peace that passes understanding.

Translate here:   

This is Brother Stephen Keel.  This is A Proverb A Day.  

Translate here:   

God bless you. 

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
         Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

