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255 Pleasing The Lord – Thursday

Translate here:  

What a difficult time some people have, believing that God gets personally involved with their lives.  

Translate here:  

They see God as a far-off Creator,…. 

Translate here:  

……a Power or Force somewhere out beyond the last galaxy…… 

Translate here:  

……who set things in motion and is up there somewhere looking down on the earth….. 

Translate here:  

…..and he is watching casually, maybe with limited interest, at what’s going on down here. 
Translate here:  

After all, space is a lot bigger than earth, and God takes care of all that too. 

Translate here:  

People, who believe this, have great difficulty realizing the truth of this statement:….

Translate here:  

…. that God is the Rewarder of those that diligently seek him.  

Translate here:  

They can’t see the connection between receiving things from God, and their seeking the face of God,….. 

Translate here:  

……because they don’t really think that God’s personally involved with their lives.  

Translate here:  

Our proverb for today not only shows that God is interested in what we do,….. 

Translate here:  

……but that we can actually influence God.  

Translate here:  

We can have an impact on God’s decisions.  

Translate here:  

The word that is at the center of our verse today is that we CAN please God.  

Translate here:  

Can you imagine the idea of pleasing God?  

Translate here:  

….that the One that created the universe would notice anything we do? …  

Translate here:  

You see, our flesh is as grass, the Bible tells us.  

Translate here:  

We are part of some 6 billion people on the face of the earth.  

Translate here:  

How could it be that “tiny, little us” could please God?  

Translate here:  

Well, the book of Proverbs shows us that we can. 

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs 16:7.   

Translate here:  

 “When the ways of people please the Lord, he makes even their enemies to live at peace with them.”  

Translate here:  

The King James Version says it this way.
Translate here:  

“When a man’s ways please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.”  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says, “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord,…. 

Translate here:  

……he makes even his enemies live at peace with him.”  

Translate here:  

Some of us have enemies today.  

Translate here:  

How would you like for those enemies to be at peace with you?  

Translate here:  

According to this verse in Proverb chapter 16 verse 7,…. 

Translate here:  

……the issue is NOT between you and your enemy.  

Translate here:  

The issue is between you and God.  

Translate here:  

Are you pleasing God today?  

Translate here:  

Do you really believe that he is the rewarder of those that diligently seek him?  

Translate here:  

You see, without faith, it is impossible to please him, the scripture says: 

Translate here:  

Well, let’s read it out of  Hebrews chapter 11 verses 5 and 6.  

Translate here:  

“It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without dying.  

Translate here:  

Suddenly he disappeared because God took him.  

Translate here:  

But before he was taken up, he was approved as pleasing to God.   

Translate here:  

So you see, it is impossible to please God without faith,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and anyone who wants to come to him, must believe there is a God….. 

Translate here:  

……and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.”  

Translate here:  

This reference from Hebrews talks about Enoch. 

Translate here:  

Enoch walked with God and he was no more.  

Translate here:  

Enoch walked with God and he disappeared.  

Translate here:  

The Lord took him up to heaven.  

Translate here:  

He didn’t have a funeral with his dead body in a casket. 

Translate here:  

He didn’t go to a hospital and linger for several days before death. 

Translate here:  

He didn’t have a disease wracked body as the natural course of old age.  

Translate here:  

Enoch walked with God.  

Translate here:  

Will you and I walk with God today?  

Translate here:  

We can, you know. 

Translate here:  

It’s a promise of the scripture that he will be with us….. 

Translate here:  

……and that he will be our God, and he will live among us. 

Translate here:  

We can walk with him today.  

Translate here:  

Apparently this pleases the Lord,…. our having fellowship with him,….  

Translate here:  

…our communing with him, talking to him, listening to him,…. 

Translate here:  

…..our thinking about what pleases him.  Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

One thing makes it possible for us to please God:…..  

Translate here:  

….it is that we are tabernacles or tents of the Holy Spirit…. 

Translate here:  

……that Jesus has taken up residence in our hearts.  

Translate here:  

How does this makes it possible for us to please God?  

Translate here:  

Well, it’s because of what God himself said about Jesus.  

Translate here:  

This is repeated, I think 4 times in the Gospels. 

Translate here:  

We will read about it in Matthew, chapter 3 verses 16 and 17.  

Translate here:  

It says, “After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened….. 

Translate here:  

……and he saw the Spirit of God descend like a dove, settling on him,….. 

Translate here:  

…….and a voice from heaven said, this is my beloved Son,….. 

Translate here:  

……and I am fully pleased with him.”  

Translate here:  

In the King James Version in Luke, it says,…. 

Translate here:  

……“Thou art my beloved Son.  In Thee, I am well pleased.”  

Translate here:  

Now I don’t think we are terribly surprised that the Father is pleased with Jesus…

Translate here:  

I mean, there Jesus was coming to the Jordan River to be baptized.  

Translate here:  

John said, behold one whose shoe laces I am unworthy to tie,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and behold, here comes the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and then the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and then a voice from heaven said,….. 

Translate here:  

……Thou art my Son.  In Thee I am well pleased.
Translate here:  

In today’s English….”You are my Son.  I am very pleased with You.” 

Translate here:  

The Father is pleased in Jesus.  

Translate here:  

Jesus has come to take residence in our heart.  

Translate here:  

If we will release Jesus to the world,….. 

Translate here:  

……if we will allow him to be the Lamb of God….. 

Translate here:  

…..that takes away the sins of the world through us,….. 

Translate here:  

…..then I am of the opinion that the Father will be well pleased in us also.  

Translate here:  

And of course, there are additional benefits,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that when God is pleased with a man, he causes even his enemies to be at peace with him.  

Translate here:  

What a deal!  What a wonderful and remarkable thing.  

Translate here:  

Let’s continue to look at the word of the Lord in John chapter 8 verses 28 and 29.  

Translate here:  

It says, “Jesus said, when you have lifted up the Son of man on a cross,….. 

Translate here:  

……then you will realize that I am he,…… 

Translate here:  

…….and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak what the Father taught me,…… 

Translate here:  

…….and the One who sent me is with me.”  

Translate here:  

He has not deserted me, for I always do those things that are pleasing to him.”  

Translate here:  

See, Jesus pleased the Father,…… 

Translate here:  

……and right here in these 2 verses out of John chapter 8, he gives us a clue…. 

Translate here:  

…..as to how we can please the Father.  

Translate here:  

We have to do what Jesus did.  Let me repeat it.  

Translate here:  

You probably didn’t understand it the first time I said it.  

Translate here:  

It says, I do nothing on my own,….. 

Translate here:  

……but I speak what the Father taught me.” 

Translate here:  

Jesus was not willful.  

Translate here:  

He didn’t do anything on his own,…ANYTHING on his own.  

Translate here:  

What a challenge!  This is a tremendous challenge!  

Translate here:  

I DO NOT DO ANYTHING ON MY OWN

Translate here:  

…..but only what the Father has taught me,…. 

Translate here:  

……and in another place he said I only do that which I see and hear from the Father.  

Translate here:  

He communed with God.  He walked with God.  

Translate here:  

Like Enoch he walked with God.  

Translate here:  

Enoch was walking with God and they were going down the road,…. 

Translate here:  

……and there’s an ice cream store and the Father says,…. 

Translate here:  

…..I feel like ice cream,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and Enoch says, Okay, that sounds good to me…… 

Translate here:  

…..and he goes in and has the ice cream. 

Translate here:  

Now you think the Lord would even be interested in ice cream?  

Translate here:  

Well we’re created in his image.  

Translate here:  

There are things that delight the Lord.  

Translate here:  

I don’t know if it is ice cream or not,…. 

Translate here:  

…….but I know that it is possible to delight the Lord.  

Translate here:  

We have already seen in the book of Proverbs Wisdom delights the Lord.  

Translate here:  

We saw that when a man walks in wisdom, it delights the Lord.  

Translate here:  

What pleases the Lord?  

Translate here:  

Look in Romans 8 again verses 8 and 9.  

Translate here:  

“That is why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please God.”  

Translate here:  

…..Those under the control of their sinful nature can never please God…….  

Translate here:  

See, Jesus is getting ready to tell us what actually pleases God in verses 28 and 29…. 

Translate here:  

……that he only does the things that he hears and sees the Father,….. 

Translate here:  

…….that he had been taught by the Father.  

Translate here:  

So he is not in control. He is not being controlled by his sinful nature.  

Translate here:  

Verse 9 says, “But you are not controlled by your sinful nature.  

Translate here:  

You are controlled by the spirit if you have the spirit of God living in you.”  

Translate here:  

Remember those who do not have the spirit of Christ living in them are not Christians at all. 

Translate here:  

What is this Christian life about?  

Translate here:  

It is about being controlled by the Spirit of God, or the Holy Spirit..  

Translate here:  

It’s about being led by the Holy Spirit. 

Translate here:  

It’s about hearing from our heavenly Father.  

Translate here:  

Are you going to hear from the Father today?  

Translate here:  

Are you listening to the Holy Spirit?  

Translate here:  

I pray that I am.  

Translate here:  

I am seeking to walk with God today.  

Translate here:  

I pray that you are. 

Translate here:  

If you do, it tells us that your ways can please the Lord,….. 

Translate here:  

……and that will cause even your enemies to be at peace with you.

Translate here:   
This is Brother Steve Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 
Translate here:      
http://www.radioencuentro.com 

Translate here: 

Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

