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Translate here:

The book of Proverbs tells us to seek wisdom,….. 

Translate here:

…..to plunder the Word of God,…. 
Translate here:

…..to try to determine the meaning of the wise sayings and the riddles. 

Translate here:

Some verses are more difficult to understand than other verses.  

Translate here:

Today’s verse is one of the more difficult verses.  

Translate here:

We want to make our study mean something to our daily lives.  

Translate here:

We are trying to find how this book can give us a fresh word for today,…. 

Translate here:

……a preceding word, a living word for today,….. 

Translate here:

…..and some of the words frankly don’t always seem to connect,…. 

Translate here:

……until we search a little, …..until we dig a little.  

Translate here:

Our proverb today is found in chapter17 verse 26.  It tells us this: 

Translate here:

“It is not good to fine the righteous,… nor to strike a noble for his uprightness.”  

Translate here:

What does it mean…..not good to fine the righteous nor to strike a noble for his uprightness?  

Translate here:

Why do I have to pay attention to this verse?  

Translate here:

Well, the New International Version tells us,…. 

Translate here:

……“It’s not good to punish an innocent man, nor to flog officials for their integrity.”  

Translate here:

Well, I can agree with that.  It is not good to punish an innocent man,….. 

Translate here:

……..but still what does that have to do with me?  

Translate here:

Don’t you see how the word of God sometimes seems to be obscure?  

Translate here:

It seems to be covered with fog?  

Translate here:

And we are not sure what it is talking about.  

Translate here:

That is why we get some help from a modern translation.  

Translate here:

Here’s the Living Bible, Proverbs 17:26: 

Translate here:

“How short-sighted to fine the Godly for being good,…. 

Translate here:

……and to punish nobles for being honest!” 
Translate here:

To “fine” means to charge money for breaking the law. 

Translate here:

Still, the question is what does this have to do with us?   

Translate here:

I have asked that question for sometime…. 

Translate here:

…..as I sought the word of the Lord out of Proverbs chapter 17:26…. 

Translate here:

…..and frankly what the Lord gave me is a bit uncomfortable to mention.  

Translate here:

I may even step on some toes, in the course of mentioning this,…. 

Translate here:

…..because I am certain that most of us would say, well we are not fining the Godly,….. 

Translate here:

…..and we are not punishing any innocent men, 

Translate here:

So I sought the word of the Lord……  

Translate here:

….. and he brought a couple of things to my attention.  

Translate here:

Well, for one thing, he showed me that Jesus was an innocent man and he was punished.  

Translate here:

Proverbs says that it’s not good to punish the innocent man,…. 

Translate here:

……and then I thought, Lord, if he hadn’t be punished, if he hadn’t been flogged…. 

Translate here:

…..then I would have to pay for my sins.  

Translate here:

But it was good that he paid for my sins.  

Translate here:

So here’s a case of an innocent man being punished,…. 

Translate here:

…..but it truly is not what you are talking here in Proverbs.  

Translate here:

He had to suffer on my behalf, and it was good that he suffered on my behalf.  

Translate here:

It was the plan that God had for protecting us from hell fire and damnation.  

Translate here:

So what are we talking about, if it wasn’t that?  

Translate here:

So let’s look at in the Old Testament at the book of Micah,….. 

Translate here:

….who punished innocent people, and thought they were doing God a favor.  

Translate here:

These were the religious leaders of Israel…. 

Translate here:

…..who were moving in the flesh, instead of moving in the Spirit. 

Translate here:

It is talking about the religious leaders of Israel who went around fining innocent people,….
Translate here:

….who had not broken any laws!
Translate here:

They were punishing innocent people, because they wanted the money and the power,… 

Translate here:

…..and they were willing to do whatever they had to do to be in power.  

Translate here:

Now you can say what does that have to do with me,…. 

Translate here:

…..that there were some people long ago that made mistakes?  

Translate here:

Well, I want you to consider that there are pastors and preachers….. 

Translate here:

…… who have gotten off track,….. who are not hearing the voice of God, 

Translate here:

They might think they are being led by the Spirit, but they have gotten off track.  

Translate here:

They are not treating their people correctly and in a spirit of love,…. 

Translate here:

…..and having made that suggestion , I am going to read to you now out of the book of Micah,….. 

Translate here:

….and we will let the Holy Spirit determined whether or not, this verse applies to any of us…. 

Translate here:

….or to any Christian leaders who perhaps need some correction, 

Translate here:

….who need to be reminded that there is a better way.  

Translate here:

Hear the word of the Lord from Micah chapter 3 verses 1 through 12: 

Translate here:

“Aren’t you leaders supposed to know right from wrong?  

Translate here:

Yet you are the very ones who hate good and love evil.  

Translate here:

You skin my people and strip them to the bone.”  

Translate here:

Now I have seen some pastors who have been very ungracious toward the people.  

Translate here:

We will learn in a minute that stripping to the bone means taking a lot of money their money.  

Translate here:

A few pastors today are after the money from the people in the congregation, and it’s a shame.  

Translate here:

It is something we need to understand,… 

Translate here:

….because it is not good to fine the righteous, to take money away from them, 

Translate here:

Now here in Micah it says, “You devour them.  You defraud them.  

Translate here:

You break their bones and chop them up like meat for the cooking pot,…. 

Translate here:

…..and then you plead with the Lord for his help in times of trouble.”  

Translate here:

Now I believe this speaks of the pastor who is overly critical of the flock. 

Translate here:

It is one thing to warn them about sin,…. 

Translate here:

…..and it is another thing to talk down to them, to belittle them.  

Translate here:

It is one thing to warn against sin,…. 

Translate here:

…..and it’s another to ridicule and say God isn’t happy with them.  

Translate here:

And it says if you do that, and then you plead with the Lord for his help in times of trouble.  

Translate here:

…”he will not hear you.  He will even hide his face at that time.”
Translate here:

Here is the way Micah says it.  

Translate here:

 “You false prophets, (yes, there are false prophets in the church today, 

Translate here:

…..and I am not saying that you who are listening are false prophets,… 

Translate here:

…..but if the shoe fits, wear it.  It’s not good to punish an innocent man. 

Translate here:

Continuing in Micah chapter 3 verse 5,…. 

Translate here:

“You, who lead his people astray, you who cry, peace,….
Translate here:

……to those who give you food, and threaten those who will not pay.”  

Translate here:

I have heard it.  I have heard it from the pulpit.  

Translate here:

A leader threatening the congregation for not putting money in the offering.  

Translate here:

“This is God’s message to you:  the night will close about you and cut off all your visions.  

Translate here:

Darkness will cover you with never-a-word from God.  

Translate here:

The sun will go down upon you, and your day will end.  

Translate here:

Then at last you will cover your faces in shame and admit that your messages were not from God.”  

Translate here:

This is God’s words to the false prophet, to the misled pastor,… 

Translate here:

….to the man of God who is not walking in the spirit,…. 

Translate here:

……but is more interested in money than in mercy. 
Translate here:

They may say your gift is for God, but they have the bigger car, better clothes and hidden  money. 

Translate here:

Continuing in verse 8 of chapter 3 of Micah,….  

Translate here:

….he says, “But as for me, I am filled with power,…. 

Translate here:

……with the Spirit of the Lord, fearlessly announcing God’s punishment on Israel for her sins.”  

Translate here:

He surely was doing that.  

Translate here:

Because here he was speaking out against the false leaders of the day.  

Translate here:

He was taking a chance.  He had to be fearless in doing what he was doing.  

Translate here:

I realize that even I am taking a risk in mentioning the fact that there are pastors who are not right with God,….
Translate here:

……who are more interested in the money than they are in the welfare of the congregation.  

Translate here:

But I am not mentioning it.  God is mentioning it,….. 

Translate here:

…….and he is mentioning it here in the book of Micah.  

Translate here:

He says in verse 9, he says, “Listen to me you leaders of Israel,…. 

Translate here:

…..who hate justice and love unfairness, and fill Jerusalem with murder and sin of every kind.  

Translate here:

You leaders who take bribes,…. 

Translate here:

….you priests and prophets who won’t preach and prophecy until you are paid,….. 

Translate here:

….and yet you call upon the Lord and say, All is well.  

Translate here:

The Lord is here among us.  No harm can come upon us.  

Translate here:

But it is because of you that Jerusalem will be plowed like a field,…. 

Translate here:

……and become a heap of rubble. 

Translate here:

The mountaintop where the temple stands will become overgrown with brush.”  

Translate here:

Micah here is pointing out a problem that unfortunately is still in our churches today.  

Translate here:

There are men who think of themselves as men of God,… 

Translate here:

….but their main concern when they stand in the pulpit is how much they are going to get paid,…. 

Translate here:

Solomon knew it was a problem when he wrote Proverbs.

Translate here:

Proverbs 17:26 says.   “It is not good to fine the innocent man, the Godly.  

Translate here:

It is not good to demand money from the Godly for being good,…. 
Translate here:

….. to require money from them because they are now in the church.  

Translate here:

It wasn’t my intention to step on anybody’s toes today,…. 

Translate here:

…..but we are doing a verse-by-verse study of the book of Proverbs,….. 

Translate here:

…..and we have been brought to this verse today.  

Translate here:

As I have sought the Lord, this is the message that the Lord gave me.  

Translate here:

I pray that it’s a message of correction and a message of warning. 

Translate here:

May the Lord Jesus use it for his purpose,…. 

Translate here:

…..and I pray that you will have a great eternity.

Translate here:  
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.

Translate here:  
God bless you and have a great eternity. 

Translate here:  
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:     http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

