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Translate here:  

Earlier this week, we read from the Epistle of James,…. 

Translate here:  

…….that a person who hears the word of God and doesn’t do it,…. 

Translate here:  

…….is like unto someone who looks at themselves in the mirror….. 

Translate here:  

…..and then walks away, and forgets what he looks like.  

Translate here:  

Now that’s an unusual statement, but let’s try to bring it closer to home. 

Translate here:  

Let’s say we were getting ready to go to a grand event, a party,…… 

Translate here:  

……and we looked in the mirror and we saw dirt on our face.  

Translate here:  

Wisdom would say that we probably should find something to clean it with, ….
Translate here:  

……and then go back and look and make certain that it was all cleared away.  

Translate here:  

Today we are going to ask you to look in a mirror,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and see if you see any dirt on your face,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and if you do, we are going to ask you to go to get it cleaned off.
Translate here:  

Specifically, we are going to talk about quarreling today.   

Translate here:  

Everybody knows what a quarrel is.  

Translate here:  

But we are going to know a little bit better before we are finished on A Proverb A Day, …. 
Translate here:  

……because we are looking at Proverbs chapter 18 verse 1. 

Translate here:  

It tells us in the Living Bible,….. 

Translate here:  

….. that the selfish man quarrels against every sound principal…… 

Translate here:  

….. by demanding his own way.  

Translate here:  

Now I have elected to call today’s teaching out of the book of Proverbs, 

Translate here:  

 “Pursing Self”.  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says,  “An unfriendly man pursues selfish ends.  
Translate here:  

He defies all sound judgment.”  

Translate here:  

The King James Version says, “Through desire, a man having separated himself,…. 

Translate here:  

……seeks and intermeddles with all wisdom.”  

Translate here:  

The New American Standard Bible says,…..
Translate here:  

….. “he quarrels against all sound judgment.”  

Translate here:  

Now this person could be you or it could be me,…. 

Translate here:  

……when we find ourselves quarreling against sound judgment,….

Translate here:  

…..or when we are separating ourselves from others.  

Translate here:  

Now there are people who won’t have anything to do with Christianity….. 

Translate here:  

……because they have selfish ends.   

Translate here:  

They really want to sin.  They enjoy sin.  

Translate here:  

They want to have that extra-marital affair.  

Translate here:  

They want to drink a lot and be drunk,….. 

Translate here:  

……and they know that those things are not permitted by the Bible,….. 

Translate here:  

…….nor are they acceptable practices of the people who go to church,…… 

Translate here:  

……and so to pursue their own selfish ends,….. 

Translate here:  

……they quarrel with sound judgment.  

Translate here:  

They basically say, “The Bible is not true. Those believers are so opinionated.
Translate here:  

I don’t believe that.  I think those people are mistaken.”  

Translate here:  

Can you see how someone outside of the church would quarrel with church doctrine,…. 

Translate here:  

……or quarrel with church truth so they could pursue their own selfish ends,…. 

Translate here:  

……which ultimately is their desire to sin.  

Translate here:  

I might also say that not only can it occur with someone outside of the church,…. 

Translate here:  

……but people inside of the church also can find themselves quarreling….. 

Translate here:  

……because they are following their own desire.  

Translate here:  

They want what they want. 

Translate here:  

They want it the way they want it, where they want it and when they want it,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and so the selfish man, it tells us in Proverbs 18:1,….. 

Translate here:  

……quarrels against every sound principal of conduct by demanding his own way.  

Translate here:  

How often do people leave a church because they are not getting their way?  

Translate here:  

It’s not happening the way they want it to happen,…… 

Translate here:  

……so they quarrel with somebody about it,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and they leave and go to church some place else.  

Translate here:  

Unfortunately this happens all too many times.  

Translate here:  

The people are merely quarreling over the fact that they are not getting their way.  

Translate here:  

The New American Standard Bible says that he who separates himself,…. 

Translate here:  

…..seeks his own desire.  He quarrels against all sound wisdom.  

Translate here:  

I heard it said one time that healthy people have lots of contacts,…. 

Translate here:  

……that you could almost number somebody’s psychological health….. 

Translate here:  

……by the number of people that they know 

Translate here:  

……and talk to and interact with on a daily basis.  

Translate here:  

We can see how an extremely sick person withdraws into himself,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and won’t even talk to his children,….. 

Translate here:  

…..or talk to his or her spouse.  

Translate here:  

There’s a psychological state that the psychiatrist calls a catatonic state….. 

Translate here:  

…..where someone withdraws so totally inside of himself,….. 

Translate here:  

…..that he doesn’t have any communication with anybody.  

Translate here:  

That’s a person that has totally and completely separated himself. 

Translate here:  

They are hermits.  Sometimes they go away to be by themselves,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and they don’t want anything to do with anybody.  

Translate here:  

Usually hermits or people that isolate themselves are simply hurting people.  

Translate here:  

They are afraid of contacting other people,….. 

Translate here:  

…..because they don’t want to get hurt any more.  

Translate here:  

Ultimately they are very selfish.  

Translate here:  

He who separates himself seeks his own desire, the Bible tells us.

Translate here:  

He quarrels against all sound wisdom.  

Translate here:  

Let’s look at another verse from the book of Proverbs regarding quarreling.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 10:12 says that hatred stirs old quarrels but love overlooks insults.  

Translate here:  

There we see the person that’s in Christ, who’s under the lordship of Jesus Christ,…. 

Translate here:  

…..can overlook insults and they don’t have to quarrel,….. 

Translate here:  

…..but hatred stirs quarrels.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 11:12 says,  “To quarrel with a neighbor is foolish.  

Translate here:  

A man with good sense holds his tongue.”  

Translate here:  

We have already looked at that this week.   

Translate here:  

The idea of restraining your tongue to prove your wisdom,….. 

Translate here:  

……to demonstrate your wisdom by holding your tongue. 

Translate here:  

Do you have a habit of quarreling with people?  

Translate here:  

Do you find yourself just engaged in brutal warfare?  

Translate here:  

Do you feel good afterwards?  Probably not.  

Translate here:  

Because the Bible speaks against it.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 15:1 tells us that a gentle answer turns away wrath,…. 

Translate here:  

……but harsh words cause quarrels,…… 

Translate here:  

…..harsh words to your children….. 

Translate here:  

……harsh words to your wife.  

Translate here:  

Unfortunately our ability to quarrel seems to work best right inside our own home,….. 

Translate here:  

……among our family members with a brother or sister.  

Translate here:  

I have seen brothers and sisters that are 50 years old,…. 

Translate here:  

….that are still quarrelling like they were children living with their parents at home.  

Translate here:  

They never got free from those quarrels.  

Translate here:  

They are still speaking harsh words to each other.  

Translate here:  

The Bible specifically speaks against that.  

Translate here:  

It tells us in Proverbs 17:13, it’s hard to stop a quarrel once it starts,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so don’t let it begin. 
Translate here:  

Restrain your tongue is the wisdom that we have heard already this week on A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:  

A wise man restrains his words.  

Translate here:  

He’s a man of few words, and he has a cool, even-tempered spirit.  

Translate here:  

We can have that cool even-tempered spirit when Jesus is the Lord of our heart,…. 
Translate here:  

……when we look to him before we speak.  

Translate here:  

What an amazing thing!  

Translate here:  

What if before we spoke, we said inside our heart, 

Translate here:  

Lord Jesus, is this something that you want me to say?  

Translate here:  

And waited for an answer before we spoke.  

Translate here:  

You know you don’t have to answer right away.  

Translate here:  

 If you’re asked a question or you are challenged about something,… 

Translate here:  

…….there is no reason that you have to answer right away.  

Translate here:  

Why can’t we take a moment?   And breathe deeply,….. 

Translate here:  

….and inside say, Jesus, I have got something that I think I am about to say.  

Translate here:  

Is this what you want me to say?  

Translate here:  

Are you the Lord over my tongue?  

Translate here:  

You see, I am worried because it tells me in Proverbs,…. 

Translate here:  

……that it’s hard to stop a quarrel once it starts,…… 

Translate here:  

and I don’t want to let it begin, 

Translate here:  

……so I want you, Lord Jesus, to only let me say the things that I should say,….. 

Translate here:  

……..and stop me from saying the things that I shouldn’t say,…… 

Translate here:  

……because I learned from Proverbs chapter 20 verse 3 

Translate here:  

……that it’s an honor for a man or a woman to stay out of a fight.  

Translate here:  

Only fools insist on quarreling.  

Translate here:  

Lord Jesus, please keep me from quarreling.  

Translate here:  

Lord  Jesus, I offer my words to you, and ask you to approve them.  

Translate here:  

You tell me what I can say.  You tell me what I can’t say.  

Translate here:  

I am going to be slow to speak so that I have time to listen to you,….. 

Translate here:  

……to find our whether or not this is what you want me to say, or not. 

Translate here:  

This sounds like a wise plan to me.  

Translate here:  

This sounds like a good thing to do.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 21:19 says, “It is better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome, complaining woman.”  

Translate here:  

I believe that could also apply to men too.

Translate here:  

A woman surely doesn’t want to live with a quarrelsome, complaining man. 

Translate here:  

In another place it tells us, it’s better to live in the corner of an attic….. 

Translate here:  

…..than in a beautiful home with a cranky, quarrelsome woman.  

Translate here:  

Quarreling doesn’t apply to women only. 

Translate here:  

It says also that a quarrelsome man starts fights….. 

Translate here:  

…..as easily as a man sets fire to a paper, so there we have it.  

Translate here:  

Both man and women have a quarreling spirit,….. 

Translate here:  

….that they need to control,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and replace it with an excellent, even-tempered cool spirit from the Lord.  

Translate here:  

If you have a quarrelsome spirit, ask God to take it away.  

Translate here:  

If you do, you will have a great eternity.
Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

