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Translate here:  

It is my prayer that as I pursue the wisdom of God in the book of Proverbs,….
Translate here:  

…..that I bring forth things that are useful to you today,….. 

Translate here:  

….that you can not only understand,…. but apply to your own life.  

Translate here:  

Frankly, this isn’t always easy because some of the things that God is concerned about,…… 

Translate here:  

…….are not things that you and I are concerned about.  

Translate here:  

But today’s verse would seem to be relatively simple.  

Translate here:  

In Proverbs chapter 18 verse 3, it tells us in the Living Bible…

Translate here:  

…in a short and simple way, it says, “Sin brings disgrace.”  

Translate here:  

The verse talk about when a wicked man comes, then comes contemp. 

Translate here:  

The New American Standard Bible says, “…and with dishonor,  comes scorn.”
Translate here:  

We could say it this way: “With disgraceful behavior comes reproach.”  

Translate here:  

Well, we know that sin brings disgrace.  

Translate here:  

Unfortunately society doesn’t think much is disgraceful any more.  

Translate here:  

There was a time when if a person in a community committed sin, it was a disgraceful thing.  

Translate here:  

Today, though, it seems as if it is just another happening.  

Translate here:  

It just happened.  

Translate here:  

Oh yeah, so-and-so did this or did that,…. 

Translate here:  

……and it doesn’t seem to matter anymore.  

Translate here:  

Well, whether it matters or not, when wickedness comes, so does contempt.  

Translate here:  

When sin comes, then also comes disgrace.
Translate here:  

The world may not see it that way, but God hasn’t changed his mind.  

Translate here:  

In fact though, I have chosen NOT to speak to you about the disgrace that comes from sin,… 

Translate here:  

…..but rather the disgrace that comes from righteousness.  

Translate here:  

Well, Brother Steve, what do you mean the disgrace that comes from righteousness?  

Translate here:  

Yes, I am talking about the scorn and the contempt that come from righteousness.  

Translate here:  

Now it is true that in the book of Proverbs, it says…. 

Translate here:  

…..when a man’s ways please the Lord, it causes even his enemies to be at peace with him.  

Translate here:  

So there is a place where righteousness results in upstanding reputation…..
Translate here:  

……and favor in the eyes of the community, 

Translate here:  

….but there is a clear teaching in the scripture…. 

Translate here:  

…..that shows us that holiness and righteousness will cause people to despise you,…. 

Translate here:  

……to dislike you, and to hold you in contempt.  

Translate here:  

It is almost impossible for me to not mention…. 

Translate here:  

…..our political environment in our country, the United States of America today.  

Translate here:  

Many people seem to think that if there is a Christian running for office,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that somehow they are a threat to the national security,…. 

Translate here:  

……that it is dangerous to have Christians in politics,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because they are going to impose their thoughts and ideas and morals on us.  

Translate here:  

Those folks say how shameful it is that someone would stand up…. 

Translate here:  

….and say that we shouldn’t have a 50% divorce rate in marriage,….
Translate here:  

…..and that we shouldn’t be killing our babies before they are born,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and that we shouldn’t condemn homosexual marriages,…. 

Translate here:  

What a shame! What a disgrace!  

Translate here:  

Well, that is what it has come to in the USA.  

Translate here:  

Whereas in another era and another time,…. 

Translate here:  

…..those activities brought contempt and disgrace.
Translate here:  

It seems now that righteousness is bringing contempt and disgrace.  

Translate here:  

People are decrying the presence of Christians in politics….. 

Translate here:  

……because they are somehow going to hurt our country.  

Translate here:  

The teaching is clear in the word of God that there are seasons for everything. 

Translate here:  

There is a time to kill.  There is a time to give life.  

Translate here:  

There is a time for everything.  

Translate here:  

Well, there is a time in everybody’s life to receive scorn or contempt for righteousness,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for the sake of being who Christ would have us be.  

Translate here:  

Paul writes to Timothy and he says,…. 

Translate here:  

…..“Indeed, all who desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

Translate here:  

Now that is in II Timothy chapter 3 verse 12.  

Translate here:  

Although Proverbs says that when a man’s ways please the Lord,….. 

Translate here:  

…..it causes even his enemies to be at peace with him,….. 

Translate here:  

Paul writes to Timothy and says,…. 

Translate here:  

 …..“Everybody that desires to live Godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says,….. 

Translate here:  

……“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,….. 

Translate here:  

…..while evil men and imposters will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”  

Translate here:  

The Living Bible says that those that decide to please Christ Jesus by living godly lives 

Translate here:  

……will suffer at the hands of those who hate them.”  

Translate here:  

I think of the school children that have carried Bibles to school…. 

Translate here:  

…..and been criticized and even forbidden in this country.  

Translate here:  

Can you imagine that?  

Translate here:  

In this country, on whose money we have a slogan that says, “In God we trust.” 

Translate here:  

And in this same country the courts are arguing over whether or not it is possible to post the 10 Commandments in the court room, ….
Translate here:  

….or whether or not it is possible to write the words, “in God we trust” 

Translate here:  

….on the wall of a school room some place.  

Translate here:  

How have things gotten like this?  

Translate here:  

How has it occurred that we are here now, where it’s a sin to be righteous?  

Translate here:  

There’s a bigger question though.  

Translate here:  

Now I am talking to you who are listening to me….

Translate here:  

Have you been persecuted for righteousness sake?  

Translate here:  

Have you received any scorn or contempt for taking a stand in the name of Jesus?  

Translate here:  

The promise is that all who decide to please Christ Jesus by living a godly life will suffer persecution.  

Translate here:  

If you have not suffered persecution,….
Translate here:  

…..there is a possibility that you haven’t attempted to live a godly life.  

Translate here:  

In the book of Acts, persecution of the saints began. 

Translate here:  

Stephen was stoned; ….
Translate here:  

……the disciples, the Apostles were thrown into jail for preaching in the name of Jesus.  

Translate here:  

They were beaten with whips.  

Translate here:  

How did they respond?  

Translate here:  

In Acts chapter 5, it says after the apostles left the Sanhedrin,…

Translate here:  

…..that’s the courtroom where they had been brutally beaten…..

Translate here:  

…..it says they left rejoicing….. 

Translate here:  

…..because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the name of Jesus.  

Translate here:  

Ha! Alleluia!  Not only did they desire to live godly in Christ Jesus and were persecuted,… 

Translate here:  

…..but when they were flogged, it says that they REJOICED….. 

Translate here:  

…..because they were counted worthy to suffer disgrace…... 

Translate here:  

Do you know anybody that’s rejoicing for having been flogged lately? 

Translate here:  

David expresses this in Psalm 69.  

Translate here:  

I am going to touch on a few points. 

Translate here:  

He said in verse one, “Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.  

Translate here:  

I sink in the miry depths where there is no foothold. 

Translate here:  

I have come into deep waters.  The floods engulf me.”  

Translate here:  

It sounds like he is having a problem here. 

Translate here:  

He says, I am worn out for crying for your help.  

Translate here:  

My throat is parched.  My eyes fail looking for my God.”  

Translate here:  

And then he makes a very interesting statement.  

Translate here:  

He says, “Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs on my head.  

Translate here:  

Many are my enemies without cause.  

Translate here:  

Those who seek to destroy me, I am forced to restore what I did not steal.”  

Translate here:  

It sounds to me like a clear case of David being persecuted for righteousness sake.  

Translate here:  

It says, “Those that hate me without reason.”  

Translate here:  

People that hate Christians today, hate them without reason….. 

Translate here:  

….because Christians are the light of the world.  

Translate here:  

Whatever liberty that exists in government,…. 

Translate here:  

……whatever freedom that women have, have been bought not by the atheists,… 

Translate here:  

…..but by the Christians who have taken a stand for righteousness and for truth.  

Translate here:  

David said, I endure scorn for your sake.  

Translate here:  

Again that’s in Psalm 69 verse 7.  He was scorned.  

Translate here:  

Actually though, all of this psalm and others like it, speak of what the Lord Jesus did for us,…. 

Translate here:  

…….because in verse 21 there is a clue to it. 

Translate here:  

It says, “They put gall in my food and they gave me vinegar for my thirst.”  

Translate here:  

You see, Jesus himself was scorned and held up as an object of contempt.  

Translate here:  

His right relationship with his Father,….
Translate here:  

…….the Holiness of his life, challenged the community in which he lived.  

Translate here:  

He was living with such purity that they reacted against it.  

Translate here:  

They not only scorned him but they crucified him.  

Translate here:  

And the context of it is found here in Psalm 69 where it refers to…… 

Translate here:  

…..“They gave me vinegar for my thrust,” because we know that when Jesus was on the cross,….. 

Translate here:  

…..they lifted up to him a sponge soaked in vinegar.  

Translate here:  

So David was seeing ahead to the cross.  

Translate here:  

He was seeing ahead to the one who would suffer for righteousness sake..  

Translate here:  

Well, Proverbs 18:3 tells us that sin brings disgrace….. 

Translate here:  

…..and that disgraceful, dishonorable actions bring reproach,” 

Translate here:  

…..and that’s true.  That’s true today.  

Translate here:  

I am afraid it’s less true than it was in another time, because people are winking their eye at sin.  

Translate here:  

They are tolerating sin on the left and on the right,….. 

Translate here:  

…..but we have seen also that righteousness brings contempt and scorn.  

Translate here:  

The question is: are you seeking to live a godly life….. 

Translate here:  

…..in such a way that you yourself have experienced this sort of persecution?  

Translate here:  

If not, it is something that’s coming,….. 

Translate here:  

….if you are seeking and desiring to live a godly life. 

Translate here:  

Oh, that we could say the way they did in the book of Acts,….. 

Translate here:  

……that we have been counted worthy to endure dishonor and shame for the name of Jesus.

Translate here:  

God bless you and have a wonderful eternity.

Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

