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263 Favoring the Wicked Wednesday Week 53

Translate here:  

On numerous occasions, we have mentioned that our tongue is like a thermometer.  

Translate here:  

It tells us how hot we are for God.  

Translate here:  

We see that what our mouth speaks of, reveals what’s in our heart.  

Translate here:  

Today we are going to see another thermometer,….. 

Translate here:  

……another way of telling just exactly how in love with Jesus are we?  

Translate here:  

What is it that we long for….. What is it that satisfies us?  

Translate here:  

Now you may be surprised how we get there,…. 

Translate here:  

…..when you hear the verse that I am about to read, but before we are finished,….. 

Translate here:  

…..I hope that you will see that this verse literally helps us to understand how much in love we are with Jesus.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 18:5 tells us:  “To show partiality to the wicked is not good,…. 

Translate here:  

……nor to thrust aside the righteous in judgment.”  

Translate here:  

I know that language is a little unclear.  

Translate here:  

Let’s see what it says in the New International Version.  

Translate here:  

It says it is not good to be partial to the wicked, or to deprive the innocent of justice.   

Translate here:  

The Living Bible, I think, gets right to the heart of the matter. 

Translate here:  

It says it is wrong for a judge to favor the wicked, and to condemn the innocent.  

Translate here:  

Well, we are not talking today about a judge as we apply it to our own lives,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but we are applying it to how we judge. 

Translate here:  

How do we judge?  

Translate here:  

The way we determine what is good and what is bad,…. 

Translate here:  

…..says a lot about the condition of our heart. 
Translate here:  

Is it yielded to the wisdom of God?  

Translate here:  

In Isaiah, he makes a very interesting statement.  

Translate here:  

In Isaiah chapter 5 verse 20, he says, “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good, evil,…. 

Translate here:  

……and to call darkness for light, and light for darkness,…. 

Translate here:  

……bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.”  

Translate here:  

Well, the New International Version says, “Woe to them that call evil good, and good, evil,…. 

Translate here:  

……who put darkness for light and light for darkness,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.”  

Translate here:  

Now that may sound like a riddle,….  

Translate here:  

……but it is more than that.  

Translate here:  

This business of showing partiality to the wicked,…. 

Translate here:  

…..of favoring or supporting the wicked is altogether too common in the world today.
Translate here:  

And why?  In the USA, I’d say television is a major problem.  

Translate here:  

Yes, television. Television causes us to show partiality to the wicked.  

Translate here:  

The people who are favored on television are the glamorous ones.
Translate here:  

They are jumping in and out of bed with multiple partners.  

Translate here:  

They are very seldom really concerned about keeping their word.  

Translate here:  

They are altogether caught up in sex, violence and money,….. 

Translate here:  

….and we watch them, and say Wow! They’re cool!
Translate here:  

Many of the programs are made-up stories, but most are violent and immoral.  
Translate here:  

When we watch them, we show our partiality to them.  

Translate here:  

The reason is because we have adopted the values and the appetites of the world.  

Translate here:  

When we watch them, we don’t see things the way God sees things.  

Translate here:  

We see things as being glamorous and wonderful,…. 

Translate here:  

…..because we have adopted the ways of the world.  

Translate here:  

Now this was a problem to the Israelite nation,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and Moses warned them in the book of Deuteronomy about it.  

Translate here:  

Let’s look at Deuteronomy chapter 12 verses 29 through 32.  

Translate here:  

It says, “The Lord your God will cut off the nations before you, wherever you go;
Translate here:  

…and you will conquer the land and live there.”

Translate here:  

Now he is talking to Israelites about when they leave the wilderness and go into Canaan Land. 

Translate here:  

They are going to go in and they are going to drive out their enemies,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and they are going to take over the land,…. 

Translate here:  

……but it gives them a warning. 
Translate here:  

He says, “BUT, when you have driven them out and settled in their land,…. 

Translate here:  

……and after they have been destroyed before you.  

Translate here:  

Be careful to not be ensnared by inquiring about their gods,….. 

Translate here:  

…..saying, how do these nations serve their gods?  

Translate here:  

We will do the same.  

Translate here:  

You must not worship the Lord your God in their way,….. 

Translate here:  

…..because in worshipping their gods,…. 

Translate here:  

….they do all kinds of detestable things that the Lord hates,….. 

Translate here:  

…..even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods.” 

Translate here:  

See that you do all that I command you and do not add to it or take away from it.”  

Translate here:  

What are the gods of the world?  

Translate here:  

What are the idols of the world?  What does the world worship?  

Translate here:  

Success? Money? Sex? Power? Pleasure?  Even violence!
Translate here:  

…and laugh at their dirty jokes and excuse their filthy language….

Translate here:  

…even cursing God with their language.

Translate here:  

Yes, in fact, those are the idols and the gods of the world.  

Translate here:  

That is what they worship,…. 

Translate here:  

……and we are told, as the children of Israel were told,…..

Translate here:  

……not to worship the gods of those that are about us,….. 

Translate here:  

…..because in worshipping their gods,….. 

Translate here:  

……they do all sorts of detestable things that the Lord hates.  

Translate here:  

Now in Proverbs 18:5, it says, “It’s not good to be partial to the wicked.”  

Translate here:  

In other words, partiality to the wicked means to say, “Hey, it’s really okay, what you do!”  

Translate here:  

When I am fascinated by it and sit for hour after hour listening to it,…. 

Translate here:  

…..I, in fact, am showing partiality to it.   

Translate here:  

Proverbs chapter 31 says, “Don’t envy violent men and don’t copy their ways,… 

Translate here:  

….for such men are an abomination to the Lord,…. 

Translate here:  

……but he gives his friendship to the godly.  

Translate here:  

“What do you mean, Brother Steve, copy their ways?  

Translate here:  

I only watched the TV set.  I don’t copy their ways.”  

Translate here:  

Oh, yes you do!  Look at how they dress.  Do you dress that way also?  

Translate here:  

Are you young men wearing earrings, because that cool movie star on TV wears earrings?  

Translate here:  

How about your clothes?  

Translate here:  

Do you dress the way, cool people, the really cool people on TV dress?  

Translate here:  

And you tell me you are not copying their ways?  

Translate here:  

How about your language?  How do you speak?  

Translate here:  

What do you say when you enter the room?  

Translate here:  

Do you inquire regarding the state of a person’s soul? 

Translate here:  

How’s your soul today, brother?  

Translate here:  

How is your relationship with Jesus today?  

Translate here:  

Do you inquire about the important things of the kingdom of God?
Translate here:  

…..or do you use the slang and the street language?  

Translate here:  

For a number of years, I was a volunteer chaplain in a maximum custody prison,… 

Translate here:  

…..and I think it’s fair to say that there were some wicked people there.  

Translate here:  

They had murdered, stolen, raped and done all manner of hurtful things,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and it always struck me odd, that in the high schools,….. 
Translate here:  

….young men were trying to sound like the guys in the prison.  

Translate here:  

The prison slang was the popular words of the young men going to high school.  

Translate here:  

They were copying the ways of the evil men inside the prison system,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and it has broken my heart to see that happen.  

Translate here:  

Our language should not be the language of the wicked.  

Translate here:  

It should be the language of God.  

Translate here:  

We are told that the rebellious heart is an abomination to the Lord,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the upright, in their way, are his delight.  

Translate here:  

Are you delighting God today?  Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

The upright in heart are the delight of God.  

Translate here:  

They have not copied the ways of the world.  

Translate here:  

They have not shown partiality to the wicked.  

Translate here:  

They have embraced righteousness.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 12:22 says that lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, ….
Translate here:  

……but they that deal truly are his delight.  

Translate here:  

So often we are trying to delight ourselves, or delight our friends, ….
Translate here:  

…..but the Bible calls us to delight God, to make the Father happy…… 

Translate here:  

…….by obeying his word, and not copying the wicked ways of evil men, 

Translate here:  

…..or by being fascinated by what they do or say, and how they live.  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 15: 8 says the prayer of the upright is his delight.  Alleluia! 

Translate here:  

We are called to delight God.  

Translate here:  

I had the opportunity this week to listen to the testimony of some men in the prison,….. 

Translate here:  

……and they were talking about how the Lord had shown them,….. 

Translate here:  

…..that they were not to watch the television set at all, ….
Translate here:  

……because they recognized that as they watched the television set,…. 

Translate here:  

…….they were just being tempted.  

Translate here:  

They were being called by a strong and powerful force to copy the ways of evil, violent, wicked people,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and so as an offering, as a sacrifice unto God,…. 

Translate here:  

……they stopped watching the television set altogether.  

Translate here:  

It could be that some listening to my voice today need to make that same decision.  

Translate here:  

How would your life change if you had no television set in your house?  

Translate here:  

How would your life change? 

Translate here:  

What would you do with your time if you weren’t setting about being fascinated by the idols and gods of the world? 

Translate here:  

Would you have more time for prayer?  

Translate here:  

Would you have more time to call on the telephone? 

Translate here:  

……and pray for that person that’s sick or in need?  

Translate here:  

We would be amazed at how much more time we would have each day.
Translate here:  

You and many others will be blessed.

Translate here:  

God bless you and have a wonderful eternity.

Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

