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Translate here:  

Our Proverb for today, Proverbs 18:8 is about gossip.  

Translate here:  

And interestingly the Lord has led me to take the discussion of 18:8 in a different direction,… 

Translate here:  

…….than it might appear by merely reading the verse.  

Translate here:  

It tells us in the New International Version,…. 

Translate here:  

….“The words of a gossip are like choice morsels.  

Translate here:  

They go down to a man’s inner-most parts.”
Translate here:  

The word “man” means “mankind” or everybody.  

Translate here:  

The Living Bible says, “What dainty morsel’s rumors are!  

Translate here:  

They are eaten with great relish.”  

Translate here:  

There is no question but what gossip is a delicious delight to many.  

Translate here:  

They long to hear that bit of news.  

Translate here:  

What is it that keeps gossip at the top of the list?  

Translate here:  

I believe it’s because it keeps the heat off from me.  

Translate here:  

When we are talking about someone else,…. 

Translate here:  

…..then there is less likely an opportunity to look at my shortcomings and failures. 

Translate here:  

I can always lift myself up by putting someone else down.  

Translate here:  

But Proverbs 18:8 has a word in it that I’d like to look at more carefully.  

Translate here:  

It says, “The words of a WHISPERER are like dainty morsels,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and they go down into the innermost parts of the body.”  

Translate here:  

Now this word whisperer is what I would like to look at for a minute.  

Translate here:  

It is translated “gossiper” in other translations,…. 

Translate here:  

….but in the New American Standard, it is “whisperer”.  

Translate here:  

What is a whisperer?  

Translate here:  

Well, I researched the matter,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and I found out that a whisperer is a “murmurer”, or a “complainer”,…. 

Translate here:  

Well, today I am not going to focus on gossips or whisperers, 

Translate here:  

….but I do want to focus on the OPPOSITE of being a murmurer,….. 

Translate here:  

…..the OPPOSITE of being a complainer, the OPOSITE of being a whisperer.  

Translate here:  

That is a man filled with conviction, commitment and vision. 

Translate here:  

And so to do that, I am going to read a statement that was passed by to me.  

Translate here:  

It says the following lines were penned by a young preacher in Africa, …
Translate here:  

…..and tacked to the wall of his house.  

Translate here:  

I understand that it was not long afterward, that he was actually martyred for Christ.  

Translate here:  

If you follow the news, you are undoubtedly aware of the fact,…. 

Translate here:  

……that there is a lot civil unrest in Africa:….. 

Translate here:  

……governments toppling, Christians being persecuted,…. 

Translate here:  

…..bands of robbers roving the countryside and stealing and killing.  

Translate here:  

We can be grateful here in the United States for the political stability that we have.  

Translate here:  

I know that we have poverty.  

Translate here:  

I know that we have deep needs, but we have a stable government. 

Translate here:  

We have a court system to go to,…. 

Translate here:  

…..to seek redress for error, when someone does a wrong against us. 

Translate here:  

In many countries in Africa today, the people have nowhere to turn. 
Translate here:  

People are living day by day in fear of what the next day is going to bring.  

Translate here:  

And with that backdrop of fear, a young man, a young preacher wrote these words…. 

Translate here:  

…..and tacked them to his wall of his home.  

Translate here:  

This is not the statement of a murmurer.  

Translate here:  

This is not the statement of a whisperer or of a complainer, or of a gossip.  

Translate here:  

This man has his eyes in a totally different place,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and hopefully this message will turn our eyes to a different place.  

Translate here:  

Listen as I read it.  It’s entitled,  “My commitment as a Christian.”  

Translate here:  

“I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed.  

Translate here:  

I have stepped over the line. 

Translate here:  

The decision has been made.  

Translate here:  

I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:  

I won’t look back, let up,…. 

Translate here:  

…..slow down, back away or be still.  

Translate here:  

My past is redeemed.  

Translate here:  

My present makes sense.  

Translate here:  

My future is secure.  

Translate here:  

I am finished and done with low-living,…. 

Translate here:  

…….sight-walking, small planning, 

Translate here:  

….smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions,…. 

Translate here:  

…..mundane talking, cheap living and dwarfed goals.  

Translate here:  

I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity,….. 

Translate here:  

…..position, promotions, plaudits or popularity.  

Translate here:  

I don’t have to be right, first, tops,…. 

Translate here:  

recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded.  

Translate here:  

I now live by faith, leaning on his presence,….. 

Translate here:  

….walking by patience,…. 

Translate here:  

…..living by prayer, and laboring by power.  

Translate here:  

My face is set.  My gate is fast.  

Translate here:  

My goal is heaven.  My road is narrow.  

Translate here:  

My way is rough.  My companions, few.  

Translate here:  

My Guide, reliable.  My mission, clear.  

Translate here:  

I cannot be bought, deluded, or delayed.  

Translate here:  

I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice,….. 

Translate here:  

……hesitate in the presence of adversity,….. 

Translate here:  

…..negotiate at the table of the enemy,….. 

Translate here:  

…..or meander in the maze of mediocrity.  

Translate here:  

I won’t give up, shut up, let up….. 

Translate here:  

…..until I have stayed up, stored up, prayer up, …..
Translate here:  

……paid up, preached up for the cause of Christ.  

Translate here:  

I am a disciple of Jesus.  

Translate here:  

I must go until he comes,……
Translate here:  

…..give until I drop, preache until all know,…. 

Translate here:  

….work until he stops me,…. 

Translate here:  

….and when he comes for his own, he will have no problem recognizing me.  

Translate here:  

My banner will be clear.’  

Translate here:  

Praise the Lord!  What a statement!  What a commitment!  

Translate here:  

What a difference from being a gossip or a murmurer or a complainer.  

Translate here:  

He said, “I have stepped over the line.  

Translate here:  

The decision has been made.  

Translate here:  

I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

Translate here:  

Each of us has that HIGH potential, that GREAT possibility. 
Translate here:  

I have sought the Lord, even recently to stir me up,…to give me that commitment,…. 

Translate here:  

…..to give me that zeal,…to give me that total focus on God’s call on my life.  

Translate here:  

We have to press on toward the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  

Translate here:  

I think that may be a key to pressing on in this way….. 

Translate here:  

……is to surround ourselves with others who are pressing on. 

Translate here:  

Look about you.  Look at your relationships.  

Translate here:  

Look at your friends.  

Translate here:  

Do you know anyone who has that kind of commitment?  

Translate here:  

If you don’t you should be praying, Lord Jesus, send me a friend,…. 

Translate here:  

……send me acquaintances who are on fire for the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Translate here:  

The alternative to having that kind of companionship….. 

Translate here:  

…….is to be surrounded by whisperers, gossips, murmurers, and complainers.  

Translate here:  

You may say to yourself, I am not really much of a complainer,….

Translate here:  

….. and  I am not actually on fire for the Lord.  I am somewhere in the middle.

Translate here:  

Let me read you a chilling verse from Revelation 4:16.

Translate here:  

“Because you are lukewarm,…. and neither cold nor hot,…

Translate here:  

….I (the Lord) will spit you out of my mouth.”

Translate here:  

You need to stand firmly on the side of the Lord.

Translate here:  

In Deuteronomy, in the story of Moses, he directs 12 men to go into Canaan Land…. 

Translate here:  

…… to spy on it and to see if they can conquer it. 

Translate here:  

Here is their report.  

Translate here:  

Reading in Deuteronomy, it says they took the fruit of the land in their hands,…. 

Translate here:  

……and they brought it down unto us,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and they brought word that it’s a good land,…. 

Translate here:  

…..which the Lord our God has given us, …
Translate here:  

…..nevertheless, they would not go, but rebelled against the commandment of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

And he says, “You murmured in your tents.  

Translate here:  

You said, because the Lord hated us,…. 

Translate here:  

…..he has brought us forth out of the land of Egypt….. 

Translate here:  

…..to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us,…. 

Translate here:  

……but praise God for Joshua and for Caleb. 

Translate here:  

Their response was not murmuring and complaining.  

Translate here:  

Their response was “The Lord has said it. Let’s go do it.  

Translate here:  

He has given us the land.  

Translate here:  

Let’s take the land.”  

Translate here:  

But the others were afraid.  Are you afraid?  

Translate here:  

Are your friends afraid?   

Translate here:  

Who are you surrounding yourself by?  

Translate here:  

Do you know a Joshua?  Do you know a Caleb?  

Translate here:  

Do you know someone like that young preacher from Africa,…. 

Translate here:  

…….that has made a commitment and stepped across the line.
Translate here:  

He was finished with mediocrity and small visions,…. 

Translate here:  

……and cheap prosperity, and position. 

Translate here:  

If you don’t know anyone like that, seek the Lord’s face,…. 

Translate here:  

……saying Lord send into my life those people who are like Joshua and Caleb.  

Translate here:  

The alternative is very scary. 

Translate here:  

When the Lord heard the words of the murmurers, …..
Translate here:  

….it says, he was very angry ,… 

Translate here:  

…and he swore saying, “surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see the good land,…. 

Translate here:  

……which I swear to give unto your fathers.”  

Translate here:  

I wish there were a better alternative,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but we see it also in Hebrews.  

Translate here:  

It says that they were given the word,…. 

Translate here:  

…….but they didn’t mix it with faith,…. 

Translate here:  

……and because they didn’t mix it with faith,….. 

Translate here:  

……..they did not to enter in.  

Translate here:  

There are not going to be any whisperers in Canaan Land.  

Translate here:  

There are not going to be any gossips in Canaan Land.  

Translate here:  

The alternative to being a gossip or a whisperer, is to be a Joshua or a Caleb,….. 

Translate here:  

……to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has set us free,….. 

Translate here:  

……and be not entangled again in the yoke of bondage.  Alleluia!  

Translate here:  

Are there any giants in your life today?  

Translate here:  

If there are, take the sword of the Lord and step forth,….. 

Translate here:  

……and just be like David, who said here I come in the name of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

Today could be a great day,…. 

Translate here:  

…..if you will set aside whispering, murmuring and complaining,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and walk in faith, believing God.

Translate here:  

God will bless you and you will have a wonderful eternity.

Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

