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Translate here:  

The word of the Lord is sharp and powerful.  

Translate here:  

It’s a two-edged sword.  

Translate here:  

When it goes forth to cut, the second blade is facing right back ….
Translate here:  

…..at the person that’s wielding the blade.  

Translate here:  

That is the situation I am in this morning.  

Translate here:  

The scripture that we have to deal with today is an extremely challenging scripture.  

Translate here:  

I am sure that it is going to cut some hearts of those that are listening,…. 

Translate here:  

……but I am equally sure that it cuts my own heart,…. 

Translate here:  

……that it puts a finger on who I am not, and who I ought to be.  

Translate here:  

With an introduction like that, we need to go ahead and read the scripture.  

Translate here:  

It’s Proverbs chapter 18 verse 9.  

Translate here:  

In the New American Standard Bible it says, 

Translate here:  

“He also who is slack in his work is brother to him who destroys.”  

Translate here:  

Oh, that doesn’t sound so bad, you say.  

Translate here:  

I do my work.  I go to work every day,…… 

Translate here:  

……..but is that what it is talking about?  

Translate here:  

The King James Version says, 

Translate here:  

“He also that is slothful in his work, is brother to him that is a great waster.”  

Translate here:  

Slothful.  Slothful simply means lazy.  

Translate here:  

The Living Bible says a lazy man is brother to the saboteur.  

Translate here:  

The saboteur means one who destroys using trickery..
Translate here:  

Can you imagine being the brother to the destroyer?  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says,  

Translate here:  

“One who is slack in his work, is brother to one who destroys.”  

Translate here:  

Who is the one who destroys?  

Translate here:  

Satan, the evil one, the wicked one!  

Translate here:  

Any wicked one who tears down is included here,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and he who is slack in his work is brother to him who destroys. 

Translate here:  

Now again, you may be saying well, what does this have to do with me?  

Translate here:  

I get up every morning.  

Translate here:  

I catch the bus or I get in my car and I arrive on time.  

Translate here:  

I have a perfect attendance.  

Translate here:  

But is that what this verse is talking about?  

Translate here:  

Is it talking about your labor skills in the market place? 

Translate here:  

Or is it talking about something that’s spiritual?  

Translate here:  

I truly believe that this is a spiritual verse.  

Translate here:  

The work that the gospel calls us to, is the work of proclaiming the Kingdom of God.  

Translate here:  

Remember what Jesus said in the gospel of John?  

Translate here:  

He said pray therefore to the Lord of the harvest…. 

Translate here:  

…..that he send forth workers into the harvest.
Translate here:  

He said that the fields are white, waiting for harvest,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and the grains in the field are ripe.
Translate here:  

It’s a vast sea of human souls.  

Translate here:  

Have you been harvesting human souls?  

Translate here:  

Have you been doing the work of the kingdom?  

Translate here:  

Have you been declaring the coming of the Savior?  

Translate here:  

Have you been making available to people, forgiveness of sins,…. 

Translate here:  

……or have you been lazy about it?  

Translate here:  

Have you been slothful about it?  

Translate here:  

Well, this verse in Proverbs says that he who is slack in his work is brother to him that destroys.  

Translate here:  

Let’s look at the work for just a minute in I Thessalonians.  

Translate here:  

In I Thessalonians chapter 5 verses 12 through 15, hear the word of the Lord from the Apostle Paul.  

Translate here:  

It says, “Now we ask you brothers, to respect those who work hard among you.”  

Translate here:  

Again, do we think that this has to do with those people that earn big paychecks,…. 

Translate here:  

…..or is it a spiritual work?  

Translate here:  

Let’s read on and try to see if we can discover it.  

Translate here:  

It says, “We asked you brothers to respect those who work hard among you,….. 

Translate here:  

…..who are over you in the Lord, and who admonish you.  

Translate here:  

Hold them in the highest regard in love, because of their work.  

Translate here:  

Live at peace with each other,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle.  

Translate here:  

Encourage the timid.  Help the weak.  

Translate here:  

Be patient with everyone. 

Translate here:  

Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong,…. 

Translate here:  

……but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.”  

Translate here:  

Who are those that are idle?  That’s what this is today. 

Translate here:  

This message from the book of Proverbs is a warning to those who are idle,…. 

Translate here:  

…..those who are not proclaiming the kingdom.  

Translate here:  

Jesus gave us a commission. 

Translate here:  

He said, “Go into all the world, preaching and teaching the gospel,…. 

Translate here:  

…..baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost.”  

Translate here:  

Are we slack in our work?  

Translate here:  

If we are, we are brother to him who destroys.  

Translate here:  

In Hebrews, the writer says, Dear friends, even though I am talking like this,…. 

Translate here:  

…..I don’t really believe that what I am saying applies to you. 

Translate here:  

I am confident that you are producing good fruit that comes along with your salvation.  

Translate here:  

For God is not unfair.  

Translate here:  

How can he forget your hard work for him,…. 

Translate here:  

……and forget the way you used to show your love for him,….
Translate here:  

…..and still do, by helping his children. 

Translate here:  

We are anxious that you continue loving others as long as life lasts,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so that you will get your full reward.”  

Translate here:  

Well, the writer of Hebrews surely was talking about a spiritual work.  

Translate here:  

Warn those who are idle.  Encourage the timid, the weak.  

Translate here:  

Be patient with everyone.  

Translate here:  

And then the writer of Hebrews says,  “Surely, I don’t have to worry about you,…. 

Translate here:  

….because you are doing the right things.”  

Translate here:  

But the question is, are WE doing the right thing?  

Translate here:  

Or are we ourselves timid?  

Translate here:  

Or are we ourselves slacking in the work? 

Translate here:  

In the Psalms, Psalm 14, David writes to the chief musician.
Translate here:  

It says. “The fool has said in his heart, there is no God.  

Translate here:  

They are corrupt.  They have done abominable works.  

Translate here:  

There is none that does good.”  

Translate here:  

This sounds like the destroyer.  

Translate here:  

Abominable works are the works of the flesh.  

Translate here:  

Merely seeking to take care of number one, US…..
Translate here:  

…….our own kingdom, our own family, our own things,….. 

Translate here:  

…is corrupt because we not expanding the kingdom.
Translate here:  

In the Lord’s Prayer we say, “Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven”.  

Translate here:  

We are NOT causing his kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven.  

Translate here:  

Is there any urgency in your heart to do it?  

Translate here:  

Now I must remind you that while I am handling this word,.. this sword,…. 

Translate here:  

….I am looking at the other edge of the blade myself. 

Translate here:  

Am I personally lazy in my work? 

Translate here:  

Or am I diligent in my work?  

Translate here:  

Well, if we are lazy, we have many people who went before us who did the same thing. 

Translate here:  

The children of Israel were a group of people that God had to chastise many times.  

Translate here:  

Hear the word of the Lord through Isaiah chapter1 verse 2 and 3. 

Translate here:  

“Listen, O heaven and earth, to what the Lord is saying.  

Translate here:  

The children of Israel, whom I raised and cared for so long and tenderly, have turned against me.  

Translate here:  

Even ox and the ass know their owner and appreciate his care for them,… 

Translate here:  

….but not my people Israel.  

Translate here:  

No matter what I do for them, they still don’t care.”  

Translate here:  

He is saying here, the animals are thankful for food and shelter,… 

Translate here:  

…..but the children of Israel aren’t thankful to God for theirs. 

Translate here:  

They are not working on behalf of the master as the farm animals do.  

Translate here:  

It goes on and says, “Oh, what a sinful nation they are!  

Translate here:  

They walk bent back beneath their load of guilt.  

Translate here:  

Their fathers before them were evil too, born to be bad. 

Translate here:  

They have turned their backs upon the Lord,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and have despised the Holy One of Israel.  

Translate here:  

They have cut themselves off from his help.”  

Translate here:  

They were God’s chosen people. 

Translate here:  

They were a people to whom God had provided miracles and gifts and power,… 

Translate here:  

….but they did not work. 

Translate here:  

Continuing on, in verse 4: “Oh, my people, haven’t you had enough punishment?  

Translate here:  

Why have you forced me to whip you again and again?  

Translate here:  

Must you forever rebel?  

Translate here:  

From head to foot you are sick and weak and faint,.. 

Translate here:  

…..covered with bruises and welts and infected wounds.  

Translate here:  

Your country lies in ruins.  

Translate here:  

Your cities are burned while you watch.  

Translate here:  

Foreigners are destroying and plundering everything you see. 

Translate here:  

You stand there helpless and abandoned like a watchman’s shanty in a field…. 

Translate here:  

……when you have been robbed and the harvest time is over.”  

Translate here:  

Does this force us to look into our own community?  

Translate here:  

Does this force us to look into our own lives? 

Translate here:  

Are we infected, wounded, weak, being attacked?  

Translate here:  

Is it possible that our plight,…. 

Translate here:  

….is the result that we are brothers to the destroyer,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that we have not taken up the cause of Christ,….. 

Translate here:  

…..that we have not yielded ourselves to the spreading of the gospel?  

Translate here:  

Like the children of Israel, we are back-bent with the guilt of our laziness,…. 

Translate here:  

….and we have joined with the brothers to the destroyer. 

Translate here:  

Now this isn’t just an Old Testament concept.  

Translate here:  

When Jesus told the story of the talents,… 

Translate here:  

….there were talents given to various people with various skills,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but the man that hid his talents in the ground; he was called a WICKED servant.  

Translate here:  

He was given a gift and he did not use it for profit.  

Translate here:  

He buried his talent in the ground.  

Translate here:  

Let’s not bury our talent in the ground.  

Translate here:  

Let’s not be part of the company who are brother to the saboteur, the destroyer.  

Translate here:  

Cry out to God and ask him to make you a wise and profitable servant, 

Translate here:  

….to use you in building the kingdom of God.  

Translate here:  

That’s my burden and I pray that it’s your burden. 

Translate here:  

If you will pick it up and carry it, you will have a wonderful eternity.

Translate here:  

God bless you in this effort.

Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

