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Translate Here:  

Today’s proverb demonstrates more clearly than most that God’s ways are not man’s ways.  

Translate Here: 

What seems right to a man doesn’t necessarily seem right to God.  

Translate Here:

Proverbs 18:12:  “Before his downfall, a man’s heart is proud, ….
Translate Here:  

……but humility comes before honor.”  

Translate Here:  

The Living Bible says that pride ends in destruction,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..but humility ends in honor.  

Translate Here:  

This surely is not what the world teaches.  

Translate Here:  

The world almost demands that we be proud.  

Translate Here:  

Proverbs 18:12 in the New American Standard Bible says,…. 

Translate Here:  

….“Before destruction, the heart of a man is haughty,….. 

Translate Here:  

….but humility goes before honor.”  

Translate Here:  

In our current culture, there is so much talk about the value of pride. 

Translate Here:  

Grocery stores take pride in their meat.  

Translate Here:  

Race car drivers take pride in their speed.  

Translate Here:  

Schools take pride in their mascots and in their sports teams,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..but the Bible says pride ends in destruction and humility ends in honor.  

Translate Here:  

I think there is a difference between being thankful for a gift that God has given you… 
Translate Here:  

….versus being proud of doing it yourself.  

Translate Here:  

You know, if the Lord has granted you special giftings,…. 

Translate Here:  

….for instance, you have musical talent or you have athletic ability,….. 

Translate Here:  

……there is nothing in the world that prevents you from giving thanksgiving to God. 

Translate Here:  

Some people simply are better at doing certain things than other people are,…. 

Translate Here:  

……and it is perfectly legitimate for those people to be grateful or thankful.  

Translate Here:  

I recall many times seeing Olympic stars,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..having broken a world record or won a gold metal,…. 

Translate Here:  

….coming up out of the water or finishing whatever their event was,…. 

Translate Here:  

….and many of them giving glory to God,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..saying I thank God for this.  Alleluia! 

Translate Here:  

Because those people recognize that their strength,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..their talent and their ability are not their own.  

Translate Here:  

They are gifts given to them from God.  

Translate Here:  

What the world should be instructing us to do, is to thank the Lord for the talents,…. 

Translate Here:  

…. rather than commanding us that we somehow ought to be proud.
Translate Here:  

…or that we have become better than other people,…. 

Translate Here:  

……because the Bible clearly tells us that pride ends in destruction.  

Translate Here:  

Proverbs 11:2 we looked at some months ago,….
Translate Here:  

…..tells us that pride leads to disgrace,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..but with humility comes wisdom.  

Translate Here:  

Humility and meekness,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..these are commodities that are missing in today’s market place.  

Translate Here:  

Where is the meek man today?  

Translate Here:  

Where is the humble man today?  

Translate Here:  

Jesus certainly demonstrated humility for us.  

Translate Here:  

Listen to how Matthew records it in chapter 11 verse 29.  

Translate Here:  

He is telling us the words of the Lord. 

Translate Here:  

Jesus said this:  “Take my yoke upon you and learn of me,….
Translate Here:  

….. for I am meek, and lowly in heart,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..and you shall find rest for your souls.”  

Translate Here:  

There, there it is. There it is.  Let me read it again.  

Translate Here:  

Take my yoke upon you and learn of me. Learn of me.  

Translate Here:  

Jesus said learn of me.  

Translate Here:  

Learn what I am like, for I am meek and lowly in heart,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..and you shall find rest for your souls.”  

Translate Here:  

Because he said that he was himself like that,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..it is no surprise that we read in the book of Psalms,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..where it says in Psalm 149, verses 4 and 5, ….
Translate Here:  

….“For the Lord takes pleasure in his people.  

Translate Here:  

He will beautify the meek with salvation.”  Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Translate Here:  

He will beautify the meek with salvation.  

Translate Here:  

Here is the word of the Lord.  “Pride leads to disgrace.”  

Translate Here:  

Before destruction, the heart of man is haughty.  

Translate Here:  

Pride leads to disgrace,…

Translate Here:  

…..but the Lord says, Jesus says, I will beautify the meek with salvation.  

Translate Here:  

What does it mean to be meek?  

Translate Here:  

In Matthew in chapter 21, it says,…
Translate Here:
”Tell the people of Israel, look your King is coming to you. 

Translate Here:  

He is humble, riding on a donkey, even a donkey’s colt.”  

Translate Here:  

He said learn of me.  

Translate Here:  

Well, here is a real lesson.  

Translate Here:  

He was the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..the Commander and Chief of the armies of heaven, ….
Translate Here:  

…..and he was going to announce himself to the world, at the Passover feast.  

Translate Here:  

Now he could have decorated himself with all the symbols of power.  

Translate Here:  

He could have had chariots with prancing horses pulling them.  

Translate Here:  

He could have had 1000’s of soldiers march before and after him,…. 

Translate Here:  

….but he chose to reveal himself humbly,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..riding on a donkey, even on a donkey’s colt.  

Translate Here:  

You see, his kingship, his authority and his power were so real….. 

Translate Here:  

…..that he didn’t need to bolster them.  

Translate Here:  

He didn’t need to pump people up with a massive show of power. 

Translate Here:  

He didn’t need symbols of power because he WAS power.  

Translate Here:  

He could speak to the sea and it would be calm.  

Translate Here:  

He could speak to the devils and they would flee.  

Translate Here:  

He could speak to sickness and it would evaporate…. 

Translate Here:  

…..as a mist in the morning sun.  

Translate Here:  

A man that is that powerful, that is that gifted doesn’t’ need the trappings of power.  

Translate Here:  

He was able to come humbly, meekly, even riding upon a donkey.  

Translate Here:  

This speaks to us today also.  

Translate Here:  

If you have got the truth, if you have got the faith,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..if you have got the power of the Holy Spirit, granted to you from God,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..you don’t need earthly symbols of power. You have the real thing! Alleluia!  

Translate Here:  

Jesus said in Luke, that it would be better to let others raise you up,…. 

Translate Here:  

……than for you to try to raise up yourself. 

Translate Here:  

Hear the story in Luke chapter 14 verses 7 through 14.  

Translate Here:  

“When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner…… 

Translate Here:  

…..were trying to sit near the head of the table,….. 

Translate Here:  

…..he gave them this advice.  

Translate Here:  

If you are invited to wedding feast, don’t always go to the best seats.  

Translate Here:  

What if someone more respected than you is invited.  

Translate Here:  

The host will say let this person sit here instead of you.  

Translate Here:  

Then you will be embarrassed,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..and will have to take whatever seat is left at the foot of the table.  

Translate Here:  

Do this instead.  Sit at the foot of the table,….. 

Translate Here:  

….then when your host sees you, he will come and say, friend,…. 

Translate Here:  

……I have a better place than this for you.  

Translate Here:  

Then you will be honored in front of all the other guests.  

Translate Here:  

For the proud will be humbled,….. 

Translate Here:  

….but the humbled will be honored.”  

Translate Here:  

Very interesting suggestion on the part of the Lord!  

Translate Here:  

James told us to humble yourself therefore in the sight of the Lord,…. 

Translate Here:  

….and HE shall lift you up.  

Translate Here:  

We don’t have to go about establishing how good we are.  

Translate Here:  

God himself will establish it.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

Translate Here:  

And then we can be thankful.  We can be grateful.  

Translate Here:  

We can sing the praises of the Father,….
Translate Here:  

….because of what he has done in beautifying us with salvation.  

Translate Here:  

Jesus went on though, talking about the dinner in the Gospel of Luke. 

Translate Here:  

 “Then he turned to his host and he said,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..when you serve a luncheon or a dinner,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..don’t invite your friends, brothers, relatives and rich neighbors,….. 

Translate Here:  

….for they will repay you by inviting you back.  

Translate Here:  

Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..then at the resurrection of the Godly,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..God will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you.”  

Translate Here:  

You know, this is the word of the Lord.  

Translate Here:  

This is the Bible.  This is the Handbook.  

Translate Here:  

These are the instructions on how we are supposed to live.  

Translate Here:  

I wonder how many of us have recently put on a feast for the lowly,… 

Translate Here:  

….for the lame, for the maimed, for the poor?  

Translate Here:  

It would be a good way to examine whether or not you have been truly leaning on Jesus,.. 

Translate Here:  

…..whether or not you have been truly a disciple of Christ?  

Translate Here:  

Who attended the last feast that you gave?  

Translate Here:  

Was it your relatives, your friends, your rich neighbors? 

Translate Here:  

 Jesus said not only are we supposed to seat ourselves at the lower end of the table,… 

Translate Here:  

….but when we serve a meal, we are to invite those that are low.  

Translate Here:  

We are to build people up.  

Translate Here:  

We are to edify people.  

Translate Here:  

We are to make people grateful and thankful for the gifts that God has given them.  

Translate Here:  

We are not to make them proud.  

Translate Here:  

We are to make them aware of what’s available to them in Christ Jesus.  Alleluia!  

Translate Here:  

What a wonderful opportunity, bringing the lame and the poor…. 

Translate Here:  

…..and being thankful in front of them,….. 

Translate Here:  

I think one of the reasons that people fear meekness is….. 

Translate Here:  

….. they think it is somehow going to lower them in the eyes of the world.  

Translate Here:  

Well it was said about Moses…

Translate Here:  

“Now Moses was more humble than any other person on earth.”  

Translate Here:  

What a statement about a powerful man.  

Translate Here:  

He was the man that defeated Pharaoh.  

Translate Here:  

He was the man that led the children of Israel out of Egypt.  

Translate Here:  

He was the man they went to when they had the slightest problem, …
Translate Here:  

…or when they had the biggest problem,…. 

Translate Here:  

…..but it was said about him, he was the meekest man on the face of the earth.  

Translate Here:  

If it worked for Moses, it will work for you.  

Translate Here:  

If it worked for Jesus, it will work for you.  

Translate Here:  

We don’t have to listen to what the world says about pride.  

Translate Here:  

We can listen to what the Bible says about how God beautifies the meek with salvation.  

Translate Here:  

Check your heart today.  

Translate Here:  

Check your spirit today.
Translate Here:  

Have a wonderful eternity.
Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

