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270 A Quick Mistake – Friday

Translate here:  

One of the beautiful things about the book of Proverbs is that it doesn’t leave any stone unturned.  

Translate here:  

If we read the book of Proverbs regularly, we truly receive instruction for life.  

Translate here:  

There are warnings here in the book of Proverbs,….
Translate here:  

…..that if we would listen to them, …..
Translate here:  

…..they would protect us from making grave errors.  

Translate here:  

Learn to be wise, it tells us in Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

Explore the depth of the nuggets of truth that are found in the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

You will become wise, as we read from the book of Proverbs.
Translate here:  

This wisdom will increase our health.  

Translate here:  

It will even make our days longer.  That is, we will live longer 

Translate here:  

…..as we feed on and feast on the wisdom of the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

The Proverb for today is one that most of us have experience with.  

Translate here:  

It is called “hoof and mouth disease.”   

Translate here:  

Did you ever stick your foot in your mouth, and end up with an upset stomach?  

Translate here:  

Well, that’s called hoof and mouth disease,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and that’s described right here in Proverbs chapter 18 verse 13.  

Translate here:  

It says, he who gives an answer before he hears,….. 

Translate here:  

…..it is folly and shame to him.  

Translate here:  

The New International Version says, “He who answers before listening,….. 

Translate here:  

….that is his folly and his shame.”  

Translate here:  

Well I know that none of you who are listening have ever done this,…. 

Translate here:  

….but interestingly, we all know somebody else who does this.  

Translate here:  

Think of all of those people that you have heard interrupt and judge a situation,…. 

Translate here:  

….blurt out their opinion before they heard the whole story. 

Translate here:  

Sometimes grave errors are made this way. 

Translate here:  

They judge people or situations incorrectly.  

Translate here:  

They criticized and condemned wrongly,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and it is totally unjust, and totally unfair.  

Translate here:  

Brother Arthur Burt is a 96 year old man that I love.  

Translate here:  

He’s a preacher and lives in North Wales,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and travels around the world.  

Translate here:  

He has a little story that he tells,….. 

Translate here:  

….that every time I hear it, I kind of chuckle….. 

Translate here:  

…..because it so clearly illustrates this point. 

Translate here:  

He mentions the fact that he goes over to visit a particular neighbor.  

Translate here:  

And he has a habit that he always is aware of.  

Translate here:  

You see, in England, they have a habit of drinking tea in the middle of the afternoon. 

Translate here:  

They serve tea and crumpets which is a little sweet bread,…. 

Translate here:  

…and rest a little bit before returning to work.
Translate here:  

He says about this particular lady,…. 

Translate here:  

….that every time he goes to her house in the afternoon,…. 

Translate here:  

….she never offers him a cup of tea.  

Translate here:  

Now, can you imagine that?  

Translate here:  

In a country where tea is drunk by everyone in the middle of the afternoon,….

Translate here:  

She offers others tea, but not him. 

Translate here:  

What conclusions could you possibly draw from that?  

Translate here:  

Well he says actually it is quite simple,…. 

Translate here:  

….because the fact of the matter is: he doesn’t like tea,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and she knows that he doesn’t like tea.  

Translate here:  

So it is totally appropriate that she not offer him a cup of tea.  

Translate here:  

But isn’t that clearly the way feelings are hurt,…. 

Translate here:  

….when misunderstandings are brought about,….
Translate here:  

….stories told about Mrs. So-and-so who didn’t give Brother Arthur a cup of tea. 

Translate here:  

She doesn’t seem to be a polite person, does she,…. 

Translate here:  

…..unless you know the rest of the story?  Praise the Lord.  

Translate here:  

The King James Version says, “He that answers a matter before he hears it,….. 

Translate here:  

…..it is folly and shame unto him.”  

Translate here:  

Proverbs 18:13 states it, and it is certainly true that giving an answer too soon can lead to folly….. 

Translate here:  

…..and even to destruction,…. 

Translate here:  

….but not all of the wisdom of Proverbs is found in the face value of words.  

Translate here:  

In much of the wisdom, you have to dig for a little bit and think about it,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so I would like to show that it is not enough to merely be slow to speak.  

Translate here:  

Yes, James said in James chapter 1 that we are to be slow to speak.
Translate here:  

….but it is not our speaking that is slowed down.  

Translate here:  

That is not the whole of the answer.  

Translate here:  

Other men have taken their time to speak and still brought about folly.  

Translate here:  

As good Bible scholars, we should be aware of Job’s friends.  

Translate here:  

Now in the book of Job we find Job experiencing a disaster,…. 

Translate here:  

……and then being counseled by his friends. 

Translate here:  

Listen to what it tells us about his friends.  

Translate here:  

In Job chapter 2, it says that when three of Job’s friends heard all the tragedy that had befallen him,…. 

Translate here:  

…..they contacted each other,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and they traveled together to see him and to comfort him.  

Translate here:  

Their names were Eliphez the Tenamite, Bilbad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.  

Translate here:  

Job was so changed that they could hardly recognize him.  

Translate here:  

Wailing loudly in despair, they tore their robes,….. 

Translate here:  

……and they threw dust into the air,….. 

Translate here:  

…..and put dirt on their heads to demonstrate their sorrow.  

Translate here:  

Then they sat upon the ground with him silently for 7 days and nights,…. 

Translate here:  

…..no one speaking a word,…. 

Translate here:  

…..for they saw that his suffering was too great for words.”  

Translate here:  

That is an amazing passage of scripture right there.  

Translate here:  

How many of us have friends that would sit silently,…. 

Translate here:  

…..not saying a word for 7 days and 7 nights,….. 

Translate here:  

…..because of their deep concern for a traumatic event that has come to pass in our lives.  

Translate here:  

You know, often if we can get someone to spend 7 minutes with us, it is amazing,…. 

Translate here:  

…..but these men delayed their counsel for 7 days,…. 

Translate here:  

…..so it would seem like they were on the right track.  

Translate here:  

We have learned in Proverbs that it is a mistake to answer too quickly 

Translate here:  

…..because folly comes as a result of that,…. 

Translate here:  

….so it would seem all you need to do is to hold your tongue for a while.
Translate here:  

But unfortunately the advice that Job’s friends gave was not good advice.  

Translate here:  

They did not have clear understanding.  

Translate here:  

They were not hearing from God.  

Translate here:  

It wasn’t enough to merely delay speaking. 

Translate here:  

Yes, we don’t want to answer too quickly.  

Translate here:  

We want to be slow to speak,….

Translate here:  

…..but when we do speak, we should speak as the oracles of God.  

Translate here:  

We should wait until we have heard from the Lord.  

Translate here:  

We should wait until our counsel agrees with the mind of God.  

Translate here:  

Too often people take a scripture and try to apply it 

Translate here:  

…..without looking at the spiritual significance of the application.  

Translate here:  

There are many scriptures that say that we should do this or we shouldn’t do that, 

Translate here:  

…..but the fact of the matter is that we are not called to follow principles.  

Translate here:  

We are called to follow Jesus.  We are called to walk in the spirit. 

Translate here:  

We are called to hear the voice of God,….  

Translate here:  

……the word of God that applies today to this situation.  

Translate here:  

Now when we speak, what we speak will agree with the written word of God,….. 

Translate here:  

….but it is not enough to merely live by principles.  

Translate here:  

It could be that God would give you an answer immediately,…. 

Translate here:  

….and that you could speak immediately.  

Translate here:  

As a matter of principle though, it is better to delay your speech,….. 

Translate here:  

…and even better or best to delay your speech until you can say what God wants you to say. 

Translate here:  

In John chapter 10, Jesus tells us clearly that he is the good Shepherd,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and that his sheep hear and know his voice.  

Translate here:  

You see, the real disaster comes when you speak without getting all the facts. 

Translate here:  

Boy, we can mess things up terribly when we do that.  

Translate here:  

We need to hear the voice of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

We need to know the word of God.  

Translate here:  

We need to speak what the Lord is saying,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and there is a good chance that if we wait on the Lord,….. 

Translate here:  

….that if we are slow to speak,…. 

Translate here:  

….. that you will in fact hear the voice of the Lord.  

Translate here:  

You need to notice the thoughts that come to mind.  

Translate here:  

…and compare them to scripture. It may be God’s voice.
Translate here:  

There may be even a point of controversy, where you disagree….. or you are not sure.
Translate here:  

But please remember Proverbs 18:13: 

Translate here:  

Don’t answer too quickly.  It is folly and shame to you.  
Translate here:  

Maybe you shouldn’t answer at all.
Translate here:  

Maybe you can’t give an answer without showing pride and conceit.
Translate here:  

Will you wait awhile until you can speak with meekness and humility what the Lord is saying?  

Translate here:  

I hope so.  And that’s the reason we are having this conversation at all. 

Translate here:  

We are trying to grasp the wisdom of the book of Proverbs.  

Translate here:  

We are trying to get from the book of Proverbs, instructions for daily living.  

Translate here:  

We are trying to know how to conduct ourselves,…. 

Translate here:  

…..in a way that will please the Lord.  

Translate here:  

When you see someone else making a mistake of talking too quickly, 

Translate here:  

…..don’t be too quick to judge them. Judge yourself first.  

Translate here:  

I know I will have to think for the rest of this day about how rapidly I speak.
Translate here:  

Will I speak the word of the Lord today?  

Translate here:  

That’s the question I want to ask myself,…. 

Translate here:  

…..and it’s a question I want to ask you.  

Translate here:  

Will the word control your life in this day?  

Translate here:  

I pray that it will, and I also believe that if you let it,…. 

Translate here:  

…..that you will have a wonderful eternity, that you will enjoy Jesus.

Translate here:  

This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb A Day.
Translate here:   
A Proverb A Day is a public service educational program provided by Radio Encounter International 

Translate here:      http://www.radioencuentro.com 
Visit us on the world wide web at http://www.radioencounter.com

