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#275 The Ear of the Wise

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:15 says, The mind of the prudent acquires knowledge, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you tuned in to a Proverb a Day on purpose today, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you have proven that you are wise. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we began this series, we said that we were going to get wisdom 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and that we were going to get knowledge of God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by plundering the depth of meaning of these parables and wise sayings.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you are a regular listener, you are listening with the hope that you will acquire knowledge. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:15 tells us that, “The mind of the prudent acquires knowledge, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
How do we acquire knowledge?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps the most important lesson I have learned on this subject 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
came to me from the Gospel of John. Jesus said, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 If any man will do this doctrine, he will know it.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 This is found in John chapter 7 verses 16-17.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
So Jesus told them, "My message is not My own.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It comes from God who sent Me.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Anyone who wants to do the will of God will know whether My teaching is from God or is merely My own.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
James writes to the church and says, “If you listen to the word and don't obey, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Luke Jesus teaches, “I will show you what it's like when someone comes to Me, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and listens to My teaching, and then follows it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is like a person building a house who digs deep and lays the foundation on solid rock. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When the floodwaters rise and break against that house, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it stands firm because it is well built.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, there are too many people whose relationship to God is a church pew 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
or whose relationship to God is a collection of information of things about God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The key to truly understanding spiritual things is found in acting upon what we learn.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we “do his will” and follow his teachings, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
suddenly they come alive to us and we gain insight and understanding.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Recently, I attended a church meeting where the pastor told his congregation about how to “walk in the spirit”. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He had given them a “homework assignment” the previous week. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now some of the people did their home work and were blessed. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Others did not do their homework and received very little benefit from the pastors teaching.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Would you like to “walk in the spirit”?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can tell you the simple task the pastor suggested. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Like him, I can promise that if you will do it, you will have spiritual experiences 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that will allow you to see the Holy Spirit working in you and through you.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now the big question is, will you do it 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or will you be like a big part of the congregation that missed a blessing? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Will you judge our instructions as being too simple?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The prophet Elijah was sent a captain of the guard to receive healing for leprosy. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Elijah told him to dip himself in the Jordan River seven times. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At first, he refused to do it. He said, why is this river any better than our rivers back home? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fortunately his servant exercised wisdom. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He told him, if the prophet had asked you to do some great thing, you would have gladly done it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why can’t you do this simple thing he asked of you?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When the captain of the guard humbled himself and dipped himself in the Jordon River, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he was completely cleansed of his leprosy. Praise the Lord.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Those of you who are interested in acquiring knowledge should be asking yourself the question, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what is it I am going to have to do for my home work assignment? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Ok, I am not going to keep you in the dark any longer. Here is the assignment.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Everyday for the next 7 days make it a point to ask at least 1 person this simple question, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Can I pray with you?”  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This sounds easy doesn’t it? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Well it is easy and it isn’t easy at the same time.   
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are some people in your life that you have been intimidated by on more than one occasion. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Asking them if you could pray with them would require a certain amount of Holy Ghost boldness or courage.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The same need applies when you approach a stranger with this simple question. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You have to deal with your worries about how they are going to interpret your question.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Asking the question becomes easier every time you do it, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
especially when you see the results in the spirit that come in unexpected ways. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The best part about making a decision to do this simple homework assignment is 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that it will force you to listen to the voice of the Lord.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Only a fool would walk around mindlessly saying,”Can I pray with you?  Can I pray with you?”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The ear of the wise not only seeks knowledge; 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
it inclines itself toward the Lord looking for the next instruction from the master.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Similarly, in Psalms we learn how to, “..keep our eyes on the master, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
as a slave girl watches her mistress for the slightest signal.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The pastor I referred to, asked for testimonies from people who had done their homework. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Several people spoke about how the Lord had used them 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
in very special ways in the lives of strangers and family members.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have said that you must do the teaching to understand it.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Will you do this simple thing every day for 7 days? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Ask at least one person this simple question,” Can I pray with you?”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
After you calm down a bit from the excitement of walking in the spirit, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
tell someone else about this simple homework assignment. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Tell them what happened to you when you did it 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and suggest that they do the same thing. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now that you have a great homework assignment, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we are going to move on to another subject related to acquiring knowledge and hearing wisdom. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Acquiring knowledge can be a very difficult thing to do. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is so much misinformation about so many things. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
More than ever, we need the Holy Spirit to lead us and to guide us into all truth.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Eph 5:15-17  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,   
TRANSLATE HERE: 
making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The evil that Paul was writing about then is still present and with us today. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Paul is saying here that we need to have our eyes open at all times to protect us from misinformation. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most of us know to be careful about listening to people who are selling things 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and politicians who are making promises that they can not keep. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is more difficult to listen wisely to certain people 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we are supposed to be able to trust such as doctors and church leaders.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When Paul went to a town called Berea on one of his missionary journeys, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he declared the truth regarding Jesus.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is interesting to learn that the Bereans responded by searching the scriptures 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to verify that what Paul was telling them was accurate.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is okay to question the doctors and the preachers. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is a godly thing to check the scriptures to verify that what you are being told is true. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you have a “funny feeling” about something you have heard, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but you do not know how to check it out in the scriptures, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you should ask your trusted friends what they think.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs also teaches that there is safety in the multitude of counselors. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That means that getting more than one opinion is a good thing.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course you have to be careful about whom you ask for an opinion.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Psalm one, David says,”…blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This means that you should know the character of your trusted friend 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
before asking his opinion on things that might create a controversy.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
One of the most important guidelines for listening comes directly from Jesus.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Mark 7 and several other times in scripture, Jesus says, 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
”If any man has ears to hear, let him hear.”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now this sounds unusual. Virtually everyone has ears. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fact is, not everyone has “spiritual” ears. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus is not talking about having those sometimes funny looking things on the sides of you head. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is talking about having a spiritual ear that is controlled by a spiritual mind.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Luke Chapter 8, Jesus said, “So pay attention to how you hear.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He adds to this saying, “To those who listen to My teaching, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
more understanding will be given. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But for those who are not listening, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
even what they think they understand will be taken away from them."

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The attitude of your heart can influence what you hear. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you are angry or bitter, someone may say something to you 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and you interpret what they said through your anger or bitterness.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is wholly possible that what you hear 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and what they actually said are miles apart.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you are listening to someone with a critical or judgmental heart, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what you hear will almost certainly be twisted by your feelings.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most importantly Jesus says that “those who listen to my teaching gain more understanding.”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This brings us full circle to the wisdom of Proverbs found in Chapter 18 verse 15.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “The mind of the prudent acquires knowledge, 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
A prudent mind studies the scriptures and knows those things that Jesus has taught. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you are a new Christian, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I strongly recommend that you spend the first few months of your spiritual life 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
reading the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
These books contain the recorded teachings of Jesus.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You must listen to his teachings to hear well.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even if you have been a Christian for some time, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if you have never focused on these wonderful books of the Bible, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you will be hindered in your ability to hear and receive wise counsel.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Finally, Jesus says, “Ask, and it will be given to you; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Be wise. Seek knowledge. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When you receive it, act on it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You will never know whether what you have heard is true until you act on it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I wish I could hear the reports from our listeners who took their homework assignment seriously. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you are making it a habit of asking people if you can pray with them, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you will be walking in a new dimension of spiritual life.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you and have a great eternity.
TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 


