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TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:16 says,  A man's gift makes room for him 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and brings him before great men.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 17:23 says, A wicked man receives a bribe from the bosom 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to pervert the ways of justice.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Before we can tackle this subject, we must look at Proverbs 4:18 through 19

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “The way of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
which shines ever brighter until the full light of day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But the way of the wicked is like total darkness. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They have no idea what they are stumbling over.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is a difference between the citizens of heaven and the citizens of the world. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
By grace, Kingdom dwellers, at the very least, have access to wisdom and understanding. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The question is, do we act wisely?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Matthew it is recorded that Jesus said,” "You are the light of the world—
TRANSLATE HERE: 
like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
These references from Proverbs and from the teaching of Jesus 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
let us know that we are to be different from others in our communities. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are called and destined to demonstrate ways of living 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that are higher and more profitable than those of our neighbors.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today we are talking about the giving of gifts 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
which naturally leads us to a discussion of giving and taking bribes.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
World wide, bribery is built into the fabric of society. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is not possible to do business or improve your property 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or travel or do hardly anything without having to pay a bribe.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
What is Bible truth regarding this subject? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As Christians, are we going to be more influenced by the teaching of the Bible 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or by the ways that things have always been done in our communities?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is not an easy subject. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Lord, please give us grace to understand your word and your ways related to the giving of gifts.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have to apologize for not being a true expert on today’s topic. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
My lack of real expertise comes from the fact that where I live, I don’t have to pay bribes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But people world-wide give gifts and demand bribes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The ways of giving and taking bribes have become very sophisticated. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is a daily part of many people’s lives. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yet in the United States, there is an attempt to stand on some sort of moral high ground. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have strict laws about taking and receiving bribes.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Politicians are required to file reports of everything they receive from anyone. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This system of law is supposed to protect our system of government 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
from being corrupted by those who would give bribes to influence the making of laws. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, bribery works so well, that people with power are constantly inventing new ways to bribe other people 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
while all the time they are trying to make it appear that they are not guilty of bribery.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fact that the activity is largely hidden does not mean that it does not exist.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In many countries bribery is openly practiced and even expected.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A missionary friend of mine told me that before he travels in his car, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he prays for the soldiers and police that are likely to stop him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When he is stopped, the first thing he does is he tells the policeman that he was praying for him that very morning. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He tells them that he is thankful that God established laws and policemen to keep the laws. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He tells them that God instructs him in the Bible 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to pray for those that are in authority so that there can be peace in the land.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This conversation usually disarms them at least a little bit. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Normally the next thing that happens is that he is told that he must pay a certain sum of money 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to be allowed to continue on his trip. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is then told if he does not pay the money, he will have to take him to jail.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This brother tells them, “Well, if you have to take me to jail, please go ahead and take me to jail. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The God I serve and my conscience do not permit me to make this kind of a payment.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because he as already softened them up by telling them that he has been praying for them, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they let him go without paying the bribe. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now this is a risky strategy. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It requires faith and conviction that you are doing the right thing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It also takes a great deal of diplomacy.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You see, if the brother were to be self-righteous and or condemning of the policeman, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he would surely have a fight on his hands and he would lose. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible teaches that when a man’s ways please the Lord, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it causes even his enemy to be at peace with him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It also says that yanking a dog’s ear will surely result in getting bitten by the dog.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have to admit that I was challenged when I heard this story. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It seemed to me a lot easier to just pay the bribe. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course, I have to admit that I would likely try to negotiate for a smaller bribe or some other form of payment.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many of you listening to this program have to face this problem on a daily basis. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can not pretend to be able to tell you how to deal with it, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but I can tell you what the Bible says in Proverbs 17:23. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says.” The wicked take secret bribes to pervert the course of justice.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It also says in Proverbs 21:14 that, “A secret gift calms anger; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
a bribe under the table pacifies fury.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now this is saying that bribes are associated with wicked people. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The next verse shows us that bribes work to pacify fury.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am reminded of the time when Jacob was returning to the land of his father to face his brother Esau. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He had stolen Esau’s birthright. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At one point much earlier, Esau had threatened to kill Jacob.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To pacify Esau’s anger, Jacob sent servants ahead of himself with very large gifts to give to his brother. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Apparently it worked because when they met, Esau did not display anger toward Jacob.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The key issue in the giving of gifts and bribes seems to lie in the intent of the heart 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
of the person either receiving or giving the gift or bribe.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverb 17:26 says, It is also not good to fine the righteous

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When a policeman or soldier stops a law abiding citizen and demands money, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he is fining the righteous. The Bible says this is not good. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Telling him that what he is doing is wrong is not likely to make things go better.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The teachings of Jesus in Matthew 5:38-41 are a challenge to most of us in these difficult situations.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"You have heard it said, 'AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.'   
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He starts out by telling us the answer found in the law of Moses, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “eye for eye, tooth for tooth.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He then gives us a higher instruction. He says, “Do not resist an evil person.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now an individual seeking a bribe that “perverts justice” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
according to the Bible is participating in wickedness. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That would make him an evil person.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our first response to this reality is to make a decision in our hearts 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to never participate in gift giving that is intended to pervert justice. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is the Christian response and the Bible’s way.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Nonetheless, there are times when we must pacify anger and turn the other cheek to our enemy. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus goes so far as to say that if we are being forced to “go a mile” we should “go two miles.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When faced with someone who is attempting to extract a bribe from us, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we can use this as an opportunity to let our light shine before the world.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember my missionary friend who tells the police that he is praying for them?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs also teaches that “a gentle answer turns away wrath.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
How we speak to people participating in the evil and wickedness of bribery 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
determines how much we are taking advantage of the opportunity to reveal a new way of living.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If someone is attacking you or hurting you, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
chances are good that they themselves have been attacked or are being hurt. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This could very well be your opportunity to be an effective minister of the gospel.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When Spain set up governments in the western hemisphere, they appointed governors and rulers, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but they did not give them a budget for running their governments.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To survive, the early Spanish rulers set up a “shadow tax” system 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
consisting of bribes that were paid in every level of economic activity. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Eventually, a little bit of each bribe made it into the hands of the governor. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The system of bribes and shadow taxes has been in existence for so long. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They have become a part of the fabric of society. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, this system enforces poverty and makes legitimate profit making almost impossible.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
As Christians, we can influence all of this by making a decision to not participate unless forced to participate. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We also must seek the Lord for grace to turn these situations into opportunities 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to reveal the grace of God in our speech and in our actions.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many times, the soldier or policeman that is asking for a bribe is doing so 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because he can not afford to feed his family on the salary that he is receiving.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As Christians, we can recognize that he too is a victim of a system that hurts everyone. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Recently, we spoke on A Proverb a Day, about a simple homework assignment 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that, if followed, would result in us learning better how to “walk in the Spirit”.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We said that there is one simple act that would increase the possibility that we would have spiritual experiences 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and see the hand of God moving more clearly in our lives.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We asked that at least once a day for each of seven days 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that you would ask at least one person this simple question, “May I pray with you?”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When confronted with a need to pay a bribe, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
asking the question, “May I pray with you?” could be very powerful.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Pray that the soldier or policeman discover how the Lord Jesus supplies all of our needs according to his riches in glory.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Pray that the administrator or bureaucrat you are working with 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
will be blessed in his comings and in his goings.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Be led of the spirit. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Be the salt of the earth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Keep your ear tuned to the teachings of Jesus and you will have a wonderful eternity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day.
TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 


