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TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:17 tells us: “The first to plead his case seems right, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Until another comes and examines him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That’s the New American Standard translation.  The King James Version says:
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Living Bible says  Every story sounds true until you hear the other side. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
By Grace, I have read a chapter from the book of Proverbs on a daily basis for over 30 years.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:17 has been a guiding light in my life for many years. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Centuries ago, sailors learned the benefit of having tall buildings with bright lights on them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When they were sailing at night or in a dark storm, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the light from the lighthouse warned them away from danger. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They were able to change course and not be shipwrecked.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:14 is a lighthouse with a beacon in it that can protect us from danger.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I found this paraphrase of the Proverbs 18:14 while reading the Living Bible many years ago.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Every story sounds true until you hear the other side.”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I believe that if I had only read the King James translation of this verse, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it may not have made as strong an impression on me.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 26:28 tells us,  “A lying tongue hates its victims, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and flattering words cause ruin”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 6:16 says that there are six things that the Lord hates.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The second thing in the list of items is a “lying tongue.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We should not be surprised that the Lord is so angry with lying tongues. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus tells us that Satan is a liar and the father of lies. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He also says that there is not an iota of truth in him.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This should wake us up to realize that when we lie, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or stretch the truth to make our story more compelling or interesting, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we may be allowing ourselves to be influenced by Satan himself.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fact is that lying is so much apart of our lives and our cultures, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
many of us are insensitive to the fact that lying, makes the Lord Jesus angry. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why is he angry? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember what we just read in Proverbs 26:28? 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “A lying tongue hates its victims, and flattering words cause ruin”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus is angry with lying lips because he knows that they hurt those that he loves.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, many of us have grown up in cultures 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
where lying is as natural as breathing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I traveled to Romania one year after the fall of the communist government.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I was told that under communism, every neighborhood had a boss.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He had complete control over everyone in the neighborhood.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He even knew how many eggs each chicken was laying. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The reason he kept track of this 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
was that the communist party demanded a percentage of all the eggs being given to the street boss.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Christian people routinely lied about the number of eggs so that their children would have enough to eat.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This brings us to an interesting example of lying found in the Old Testament. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible tells us that King David was a man with a heart that was fully devoted to God.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This would seem to indicate that he knew 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what the Lord desires of men regarding the issue of truth telling,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Psalm 12, David writes, “The faithful have vanished from the earth!  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Neighbors lie to each other, speaking with flattering lips and deceitful hearts

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Clearly he connected faithfulness with telling the truth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He says that unfaithful neighbors lie to each other.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Psalm 15, David asks, “Who shall live in your holy hill?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He answers, “He who speaks the truth in his heart.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now David, the man who declares that lying is bad, was a liar himself.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When he was in the wilderness, fleeing from the presence of King Saul, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He sought protection from a Philistine King. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At one point he pretended to be crazy, allowing spittle to flow from his mouth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Once he had convinced the king that he was not a threat to him, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he set up a camp in the wilderness and gathered men unto himself. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
David and these men would go off in the day time and raid certain villages. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When he returned, he would tell the Philistine king 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that he had been raiding villages of the Israelites. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He lied for strategic advantage.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Another example is found In 1st Kings, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there is a reference to the Lord sending a lying spirit to certain rebellious prophets. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You can read about it in 1st Kings 22:23
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You may be confused by now. I have said that lying is bad. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have mentioned Christians who were lying. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and I have talked about David, a man with a heart after God, who lied. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and now I am pointing out that God himself sent a lying spirit to certain men.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s try to make sense of all of this 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and then let’s apply it to our Proverb for today.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
By grace, perhaps we can see that there is a difference 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
between lying as a strategy to protect our lives 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and lying as a habit that’s primary purpose is to make people like us,

TRANSLATE HERE: 
or take advantage and hurt someone.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps we can conclude that there are 3 types of lying;
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Lying for self preservation in times of danger.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Lying to maliciously hurt someone.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Lying to make other people like us better.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps also we can distinguish between strategic, intentional lies 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and lies that come from a spirit of deceit or evil.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How does this relate to our Proverb for today? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How can we apply these thoughts to the fact 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that every story sounds true until you hear the other side?
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As I mention recently, there is a lot of misinformation in the world.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A dentist may tell you that you need to have your wisdom teeth extracted, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when in fact it is not necessary. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He may be saying that so that he can collect fees for his work.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
A doctor may tell you that you need an operation that costs $2000. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The truth may be that he owes a $2000 payment on his car 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he is going to use the operation to get money.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
How can we be protected from lies and misinformation?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We need wisdom.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Wisdom begins by telling us that every story sounds true until you hear the other side.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is not wise to simply accept something we have been told because it sounds true.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Church leaders are often attacked by people who are jealous of them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They can make up stories about the pastor and use gossip to spread these stories. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fortunately, if we are spiritual, we know that we are not to listen to an accusation against a leader 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
unless it comes from the mouth of two or three reliable witnesses.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, if we are one of the jealous people, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we are likely predisposed to believe anything we hear if it satisfies us.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 16:18 says, “The first to plead his case seems right, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Until another comes and examines him.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we are wise, we withhold judgment until we hear both sides of the story. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many times, even after we have heard both sides of the story, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it is still difficult to know who is telling the truth.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We can not make a final accurate judgment if we only listen to one side of the story.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now that we have heard both sides, we need to have real wisdom.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fortunately, we have Jesus as an example to follow. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Is it not wonderful how we have the scriptures to comfort us and protect us? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Isaiah 13 we learn about the Lord that He will not judge by what His eyes see, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but with righteousness He will judge the poor

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus knows both sides of every story. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is not swayed in his judgments by what he hears or sees. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He judges according to righteousness. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He measures the spirit of a situation.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We must by instructed by this. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When controversial situations occur, we have to be careful how we hear.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember our recent program that looked at Proverbs 18:13?   
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “He who gives an answer before he hears, It is folly and shame to him.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps you also remember Proverbs 18:15 that says 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Wisdom listens carefully to both sides of the story 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and makes a judgment based on the motive and intentions of the people being evaluated.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most of the time, if two parties have two totally different opinions regarding something, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
one or both of the parties involved may be lying. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If they are lying, it is important to us to know if it is a malicious lie to hurt someone 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or if it is a strategic lie to protect someone. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If it is a strategic lie, is the person telling the lie to protect the guilty or protect the innocent?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Not only do we need wise teaching regarding these issues, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we need the spirit of wisdom to solve these things. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I do not have all of the answers, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but I know that every story sounds true until you hear the other side. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have to make a commitment in our hearts to hear both sides of any story.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps I can illustrate this best by telling a story about a friend of mine,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For several years, Brother Arthur provided a room in his home for an elderly lady.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It was his habit to visit her every afternoon about tea time to see if she had any needs.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now tea time in England is part of the culture. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
People drink tea and have some sweets cookies or candy about 3 PM every day.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is customary to offer tea to anyone who visits you during tea time. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To not offer them tea is a social offense.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In spite of the fact that Arthur was being very kind to this lady 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by giving her a room in his house and by checking on her every day at tea time, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
she never ever offered Brother Arthur a cup of tea at tea time. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now what might we conclude from all this,

TRANSLATE HERE: 
it seems that the lady was ungrateful for the kindness she had received. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What kind of an evil woman could this be?
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Well, here is the other side of the story; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Brother Arthur does not drink tea. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The lady knew this, so she never offered him any tea.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do you see how easy it is to jump to conclusions?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let us pray that we will learn to be wise. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let us thank the Lord for reminding us from Proverbs 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that every story is true until you hear the other side.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you and have a great eternity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 


