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#278  The Cast Lot

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:18  tells us that flipping a coin can end arguments; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it settles disputes between powerful opponents, according to The New Living Bible
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 16:33 says The lot is cast into the lap, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But its every decision is from the LORD, according to The New American Standard Bible
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because we are working our way, verse by verse through the Book of Proverbs, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we have already discussed the topic of casting lots 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or flipping coins to know the purposes of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fortunately, this subject is big enough to allow us to spend more time discussing it.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Before going on I would like to revisit a bit of history 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
regarding the Urim and the Thummim. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the many cultures of the world, people use varying practices and customs
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to determine the divine will in a decision. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some of these practices are openly identified with sorcery or witchcraft. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Clearly, we, as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, have no desire to practice witchcraft.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The line between that approved by God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and those practices that are not approved by God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is some times difficult for us to understand.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have felt at times that the use of the Urim and the Thummim was questionable.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Exodus 28, we read, "You shall put in the breastpiece of judgment the Urim and the Thummim, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and they shall be over Aaron's heart when he goes in before the LORD; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and Aaron shall carry the judgment of the sons of Israel over his heart before the LORD continually.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Later in 1 Samuel we learn that, “When Saul inquired of the LORD, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It appears that the Urim and the Thummim were used to determine the will of God.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We know that the breastplate of the priest’s garments had various precious stones
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 hand sewn into the garments to represent the twelve tribes of Israel.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Hebrew the word Urim refers to light and Thummim means “to be complete”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jewish scholars concluded that the stones on the breastplate would light up, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
actually spelling out words and giving answers to questions.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Much later in history, Joseph Smith, the founder of the Mormon Church, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
claimed to have used the Urim and the Thummim to translate the Book of Mormon. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is clear biblical evidence that for a time at least, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the children of Israel had access to God through a hand held device.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In fact, the real details regarding the Urim and the Thummim are lost in history. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It appears that God used such a device for a time, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but now we have a better and a higher way.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In John Chapter 10, Jesus goes to great length to tell us, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He also tells us, “…the sheep follow him BECAUSE they know his voice.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Just think how easy it would be to follow God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if all you had to do was flip a coin.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Shall I eat this meal or not. I guess I will flip a coin.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
After all we just read from Proverbs 16 where it says, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
That would seem to be a fool proof way to walk in the spirit 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
since we see here that God himself controls how the coin will land.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
My father taught me a proverb when I was growing up. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He said, “The lazy man always takes the easy way.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He also said, “There is never enough time to do a job correctly, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but there is always enough time to go back and fix something when it does not work.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Clearly, it is harder to hear the voice of Jesus than it is to flip a coin. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Watching stones on a breastplate light up and spell words seems very convenient too. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some would have you look at tea leaves in the bottom of a cup 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and others would study the roots of plants to receive divine direction. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You may detect by now that I am not a strong advocate of flipping coins to know the will of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am an advocate of learning to hear and obey the voice of God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Nonetheless, we read of an interesting event in the book of Acts.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Apostles knew that they needed to replace Judas Iscariot.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Reading in Acts chapter 1 verses 23-26; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then they all prayed, "O Lord, You know every heart. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Show us which of these men You have chosen 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
as an apostle to replace Judas in this ministry, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for he has deserted us and gone where he belongs."   
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then they cast lots, and Matthias was selected to become an apostle with the other eleven.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This scripture has been followed literally by believers known as Anabaptists. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They cast lots today to select their bishop. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Other churches have used this verse to justify holding elections for church leaders.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have had my own fairly dramatic experience with the flipping of a coin. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When my children were considerably younger, I was struggling financially.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I had been an entrepreneur and worked a number of years with a moderate amount of success. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In a particular season of my life, I found myself quite unsuccessful financially. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Knowing my need, a brother in the Lord invited me to Nags Head, North Carolina to work with him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was earning a substantial amount of money 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
hanging sheetrock in condominiums and beachfront houses.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He told me that, if I could come, he could give me work 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and I could earn hundreds of dollars in a short period of time.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
After praying about it, I made the decision to hitchhike to Nags Head from our home near Danville, Virginia.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is about a six hour drive.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The reason for hitchhiking was to save money on gas 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and to leave my wife a vehicle to drive while I was gone.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Nancy dropped me off in the country on the highway that was a direct route to Nags Head.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I felt that I would have a good chance to find someone going all the way along that road.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Ten o’clock in the morning seemed to be a good time for getting where I was going. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Confident that I was doing the right thing, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As I waited on the roadside, I proceeded to seek the Lord in prayer and worship.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The weather was warm and comfortable. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I was basically having a good time, but I noticed that there was not much traffic.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I had made a quality decision to offer the sacrifice of praise no matter what, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so I continued to worship and sing and pray, but time was passing by.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Before I knew it, I had been standing there for four hours, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
what seemed to me to be an extraordinary amount of time. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I realized that I probably wouldn’t get to Nags Head that day 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and that I could find myself standing on the road at night in the cold wintertime.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I began to earnestly pray, questioning if I was intended to go on this trip at all!  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As men would do, I assessed the value of going and compared it with the consequences of staying home.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I considered my ways.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This process took about another hour of time, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and now I had been standing in the same spot for five hours! 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Not a single car had even slowed down to pick me I up.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The book of Proverbs teaches that man casts the lot, but God decides how the lot falls, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so it occurred to me, having seen others do something similar, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that I would cast a lot to discover whether or not I should continue on my trip.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This was before the days of the cell phones, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so there was no way to contact my wife to get her opinion.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It was just God and me. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I cast the lot and the decision was to turn around and go home. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I stepped across this small country highway and turned to face toward home.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In less than a minute a vehicle came along and stopped.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The young driver offered me a ride.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I was utterly amazed that I had stood for five hours going in one direction having no “luck”, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but as soon as I turned to go in the direction, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
directed by the lot, I was picked up in less than a minute.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Being provoked by the apparent evidence that God was the author of the event, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I immediately questioned the young man driving the car about his relationship with God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He said, “It is interesting that you should ask 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because last night I was at a church meeting near Durham, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and I responded to an altar call.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I asked Jesus Christ to become Lord and Savior of my life.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That was a huge turn of events for me, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but today I really don’t understand what’s happening in my life.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am just in the car driving around trying to figure things out.”  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Durham was about 30 minutes away from where he picked me up, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and where I lived was another 30 minutes north.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I said, “If you are just driving about, is there any possibility that you could give me a ride home? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This would give me an opportunity to answer some of the questions you have on your heart.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He said, “Sure, I have nothing else to do. Let’s go!”  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Over the next few hours, including supper at my house, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I had the opportunity to disciple this young man and point him toward the path of righteousness.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He left my house about 11 P.M. that night filled to the brim with excitement about his new life in Christ.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
About a year later, I heard a knock on the door. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It was this young man.  He said, “I thought you would like to know 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am still following Jesus and its great!”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is not my habit to tell personal stories on A Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I told this one to inspire you to seek the face of God.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I always promote hearing his voice as the highest pathway. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Occasionally we are faced with decisions and cannot hear the voice of God.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember Saul inquired of the Lord, 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The lights in the breastplate did not “light up”. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately Saul responded by seeking advice from the witch at Endor. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That turned out to be a big mistake. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
My recommendation to you is to not use devices that are identified with witchcraft or sorcery. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Learn to hear the voice of the Lord and obey it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you are in a tight place, it may be appropriate to flip a coin, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but please only do it if you are fairly confident that the Lord is telling you to flip a coin.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you and have a great eternity.
TRANSLATE HERE: 


TRANSLATE HERE: 


