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#279 A Brother Offended
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:19 says,  A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And contentions are like the bars of a citadel. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our actions and attitudes have consequences. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today’s Proverb is a warning. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we listen to it and learn, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we can be protected from future pain and suffering.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sadly, I must report that I have proven the truth of Proverbs 18:19 in my own life. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There are two men in my life whom I have unintentionally offended. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I was very close to both of them. They were good friends. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Once the offense occurred, both of them have shut me out of their lives completely.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I must also report that two other men whom I was friendly with
TRANSLATE HERE: 
also took offense at something I said to them 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and they literally stopped talking to me even though we saw each other regularly in the gym.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have seen offended men erect bars like those in a jail 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and totally, completely shut me out of their lives.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
My good friend Arthur Burt has often said that a fence at the top of a cliff
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 is better than an ambulance at the bottom of a cliff. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In other words, it is better to not have the problem of falling off a cliff 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 than it is to have a system for putting together broken bones after you have fallen.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Knowing that our actions and attitudes can permanently destroy relationships
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we should take steps toward protecting ourselves from doing something stupid.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In addition to the hurt and loss associated with losing a friend, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs teaches that there are practical reasons too.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We read in Proverbs 27:10, “Never abandon a friend—either yours or your father's. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When disaster strikes, you won't have to ask your brother for assistance. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It's better to go to a neighbor than to a brother who lives far away.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am from New York State. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have lived most of my life in Virginia. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have spent a considerable amount of time traveling in Mexico and South America.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have always been fascinated by the different ways people in the north and the south relate to each other.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It has been said that people from cold northern climates are goal oriented. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They know what they want and they work hard to achieve their goals. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
People from warmer climates are generally understood to be people oriented. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They appear to be more concerned about relationships 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
between themselves and others than they are about getting things done.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
As an individual from the northern cold climate,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am often amazed to see how people from the warm climates relate to each other. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What has really amazed me is that cultures that care so much about relationships 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
are as likely to shut out a friend as are people from northern climates.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have seen people from both the hot and cold climates that simply shut the door on each other, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
refusing to answer phone calls and emails 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and making it a point to not be available when the person that offends them attempts to contact them.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have seen one brother offend another. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The offended brother, trying to follow Jesus, told the offender that he forgave him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The man who was forgiven thanked him and then responded by simply shutting the door.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This Proverb is true. “A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And contentions are like the bars of a citadel.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This reality should make us doubly careful in our relationships with each other.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is easy to step over an invisible line and create unexpected problems.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I would like to take a few minutes to consider what happened to King David.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are given a clue that he has had a problem of this nature when we read form Psalms.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We read in Psalm 41, verse 9, “Even my close friend in whom I trusted, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Again in Psalm 55:12-14 we find this;  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, Then I could bear it; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then I could hide myself from him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But it is you, a man my equal, My companion and my familiar friend, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we who had sweet fellowship together 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We walked in the house of God in the throng.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s look at the history behind these remarks.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
David’s sin caught up with him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
After years of faithfully serving the Lord, he gave in to a spirit of lust. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Reading in 2 Samuel chapter 11verses 2-4  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
David got out of bed and was walking on the roof of the palace. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As he looked out over the city, he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a bath. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He sent someone to find out who she was, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he was told, "She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite."  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then David sent messengers to get her; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and when she came to the palace, he slept with her.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now we learn the following details from the scripture.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Ahithophel, David’s friend and trusted advisor joined forces with Absalom, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
David’s son, when Absalom rebelled against David. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why would Ahithophel stop giving counsel to David and help Absalom with the rebellion?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Well we discover that Bathsheba's grandfather was Ahithophel. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We know this because in 2 Samuel we find out that Bathsheba was the daughter of Eliam, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and Eliam was the son of Ahithophel.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In 2 Samuel 11:3 we read. “And David sent and enquired after the woman. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In 2 Samuel 23:34 we read ...Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This meant Ahithophel was Bathsheba's grandfather which made him David's grandfather-in-law. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now, even though David eventually confessed his sin and received forgiveness from the Lord, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he still suffered for his sin.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is an important lesson for all of us. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Although there is forgiveness of sins available, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the consequences of our sins can have a way of hurting us.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The child born to David and Bathsheba following their sinful sexual relationship 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
died in fulfillment to the prophecy announced by Nathan the prophet. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That child was the great grandchild of Ahithophel.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There were some years that passed between the death of the child and the rebellion of Absalom.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 We can only imagine how unhappy Ahithophel was during these years. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As a close friend and advisor of David, he knew all about David’s sin 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he knew that David was directly responsible for his great grandchild’s death.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When Absalom, rebelled, Ahithophel found his chance to get back at David. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He sided with Absalom.  The story has more for us to learn from. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because Ahithophel was unable to forgive David, he lived with bitterness for many years.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
On the outside, he was a friend and counselor of David. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
On the inside, he was a man looking for revenge.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How many of our offended friends are like Ahithophel.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This story and the wisdom found in Proverbs 18:19 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
should cause us to examine our relationships with others very carefully. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Psalm 133:1 declares, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Are we going to allow the consequences of our insensitivity and sin 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to destroy the pleasantness fellowship that the Lord desires for us?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus gave us a commandment,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “this is my commandment that you love one another that your joy may be full.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Is your joy less than full? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Are you guilty of offending a brother? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Are you an offended brother that has shut out another brother with bars of steel? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The price of holding onto offenses is high.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This history lesson lets us know that friends and families members are at risk.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Notice what Jesus said to His disciples, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"It is impossible but that offences will come: 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but woe unto him, through whom they come!" That’s in .Luke 17 verse 1 (KJV)
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We cannot live without causing offences.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The woe is to those who refuse to make the offence right once it is drawn to their attention. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Thus the question is not, "Have I offended but how deeply have I offended?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember Proverbs 18:17?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Every story sounds true until you hear the other side.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Relationships between friends and brothers and sisters in Christ can be destroyed 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when we do not get all of the facts regarding a situation. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Lord has brought to my mind a painful event that occurred in my past.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The church that I had been attending was deeply hurt 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to discover that the pastor had been engaged in defiling sin for a number of years. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When the pastor was discovered to be untrustworthy, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
many of the members were deeply disappointed.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible teaches that all things will be shaken 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that that which is not able to be shaken will remain.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Every man’s work is to be tried by fire 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that that which is gold will remain and be purified by the fire. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Offenses must come. They do come. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Chances are that you have already experienced something 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or are about to experience something bad among the believers you love.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For some time after the shocking revelation regarding the pastor’s sin, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
people were staying home and more or less hiding from each other. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They were confused and hurt. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It was a wonderful time for the evil one to lie and destroy relationships. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
One couple, who had been truly committed to the activities of the church became ill 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and were literally bedridden for three months.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Others in the congregation assumed that the reason they had not seen them 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
was because they were mad at what had happened 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and had stopped attending the meeting out of bitterness.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The couple experiencing the sickness developed the idea 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that not one had called on them because no one really loved them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They finally made the decision to stop attending the congregation altogether. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Had they called someone and told them that they were sick, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they would have received ministry. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Had someone called them and asked them why they were not attending church, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they would have found out that the couple was sick 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and could have gone to their home to minister to them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Because no one checked the facts or tried to find out the truth of the matter, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
this couple left the church and never returned.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:19 says, “An offended friend is harder to win back than a fortified city. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Arguments separate friends like a gate locked with bars.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is my prayer that none of us will be guilty of this type of behavior 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and that we will have a great eternity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day.
TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

