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#281 Find a Wife

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:22 says,  He who finds a wife finds a good thing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And obtains favor from the LORD.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That’s from the New American Standard Bible.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The New Living Testament says, The man who finds a wife finds a treasure, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he receives favor from the LORD. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Given the divorce rates around the world, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there are many that would say that this scripture is not true.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The two sides of the coin are seen rather clearly in Proverbs 12:4 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A worthy wife is a crown for her husband, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but a disgraceful woman is like cancer in his bones.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 27:15 says, “A quarrelsome wife is as annoying 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
as constant dripping on a rainy day.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Clearly not all wives appear to be treasures.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even so, the man who finds a wife finds a good thing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I think that the wisdom we need to obtain from this verse 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is found in the phrase, ”…finds a wife…”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today’s lesson may very well be a life saver 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for many young Christian men who have not yet found a wife.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We will also be mentioning some ideas that may help those who think they found the wrong wife. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
So if you are already married and less that completely happy, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
please continue to listen as we talk to the unmarried men. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The wisdom that you married men can use will be mentioned toward the end of this program.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we look at the business of finding a wife from a global perspective,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it becomes a quite complicated issue.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some communities and cultures continue to arrange marriages 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
where the wife and sometimes the husband have very little control over who they marry. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At the other extreme, young men and women meet in a variety of settings, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
fall subject to hormonal attractions 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and end up married before they even know each other.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Hollywood movies have elevated the idea that you must “fall in love.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unfortunately, the fall for too many people ends up being a big shock 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
after the first few months of marriage.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
As Christians, we need to understand God’s plan for the arranging of marriages. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we do things God’s way, we “obtain favor from the Lord.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:14 says, “Fathers can give their sons an inheritance of houses and wealth, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but only the LORD can give an understanding wife.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This verse seems to indicate that fathers that attempt to arrange a marriage for their sons 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
have no guarantee of success.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some would say this means that arranged marriages can not work.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Personally, I see great value in arranged marriages.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Young people seldom have the wisdom to make good choices 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
regarding the person that they are likely to spend the rest of their lives with.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have seven daughters. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Five of them have been found by young men looking for wives. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I did not arrange marriages for any of these daughters, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but I did play a very important role in their marriage choices. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I exercised veto power over their choices. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This means that they each asked for permission to marry. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Four of them received permission and have established healthy homes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
One of them did not receive permission. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I saw problems that she could not see. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She ignored my advice and married without my permission. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The marriage did not last and ended in divorce.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This should be a lesson to young men seeking a wife.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You may feel like you are an adult and can make your own decisions for your life, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but the fact is, if you seek to marry a young woman against the wishes of her parents, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you are looking for trouble.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course there are Hollywood movies that tell the stories of young lovers, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
like Romeo and Juliet from Shakespeare’s play, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who seek each other despite their parent’s approval.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Hollywood, we see these lovers overcoming their families’ objections and having wonderful love affairs. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have to decide between the wisdom of God and the wisdom of Hollywood.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Abraham sought a wife for his son, Isaac.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He sent a trusted servant to the home of his relatives to find a wife for his son.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fortunately, the servant was a man of God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who listened closely to the Holy Spirit each step of the way. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When he met Rebecca, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the Lord had already given him confidence that she was the right girl for Isaac. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I see in this story the fulfillment of Proverbs 19:14 that says,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 ”only the LORD can give an understanding wife.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Lord gave Rebecca to Isaac by using Abraham’s faithful servant.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember I said that the key phrase in our verse for today is “…he who finds a wife…”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The focus is on the “finding.”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Young unmarried men, are you looking for a wife? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do you have a plan for finding a wife?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let me make some suggestions.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Plan A – Acknowledge the fact that only the Lord can give you an understanding wife. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You do this in prayer. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Thank the Lord for this wife, even before you know her name.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Plan B – Find a young woman that your parents think will make you a good wife.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Plan C – Make certain that you ask for and receive permission 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
from the young woman’s father before arranging a wedding date.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course there are other things that need to be part of your plan.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Psalm 128 tells us that everyone who fears the Lord 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and walks in his ways is blessed. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It goes on to say, among other things, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “your wife will be like a fruitful vine in your house.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The very first step in your plan to find a wife 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
must begin with your own efforts to please the Lord 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by fearing Him and walking in His ways.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is very common for a person seeking a wife to pray that they will “find the will of God” in this matter.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Everyone wants to be “in the will of God.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They constantly ask, “Is this your will?” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fortunately, we have clear instructions from the Bible 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
telling us how to “find the will of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Thessalonians we learn that we are to rejoice evermore, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
pray without ceasing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and in everything give thanks. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It then says, ”This is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now there are certainly other things that are practical and wise parts of your plan for finding a wife.   
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But none of them are as important as fearing god, walking in His ways, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
rejoicing, giving thanks and praying without ceasing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When you establish a life style of praise and worship, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you are acknowledging God in all of your ways 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and you are certain to receive the promise that “he will direct your steps.”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If God Himself is directing your steps, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
then you will surely be “in the will of god.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can not overemphasize this point. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is easy to become discouraged 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if you have been looking for a wife for a long time and have not found her. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Discouragement leads to hopelessness 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
which leads to frustration which leads to doing stupid things.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You must allow the Holy Spirit to assure you that He is in control of your search for a wife.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you receive that encouragement then you can rest in it.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
A good friend of mine made a commitment to the Lord to wait as long as necessary 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for the Lord to give him the perfect wife. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He waited five years, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
which seems like an eternity to a young person eager to marry. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
His wait was rewarded and he found that treasure. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They have been married now for over 60 years.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
His experience caused him to write a book entitled, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “How to be 1000 Times Happier Than You Are Now.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In the book, he describes how he sought to make his heart right first 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and how he patiently waited, expecting that the Lord would give him the perfect wife.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Patience must be a key element in your well devised plan to “find a wife.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I know of successful marriages that were entered into after years of courting. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I also know of successful marriages that were consummated after only a few weeks.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I suppose it would be handy to have a list of rules to follow. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Please realize that the advice I am giving today does not consist of a set of rules. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
My suggestions are more like guidelines.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The key issue in following the “ways of the Lord” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is your sensitivity to hearing and obeying His voice.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Be guided by the Holy Spirit.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Be guided by the wisdom of you parents and of the parents of the prospective bride.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Be patient.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
And finally, marry “in the Lord”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In First Corinthians we learn that a widow …
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This means that a Christian must marry a Christian. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In second Corinthians we are told, “
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Don't team up with those who are unbelievers. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
How can light live with darkness?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It goes on to say that if you do team up with an unbeliever, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
your belief in God will be hindered by their lack of belief in God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Do not think that you are too smart to let this happen to you. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Solomon wrote the book of Proverbs. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was a very wise man, but he eventually lost favor with God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What was his trouble? 
\ 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He married women who were not followers of Jehovah. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He even built temples for their foreign gods and worshipped in them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
As a result, he lost favor with the Lord 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the kingdom of Israel fell from its glory under the poor leadership of his son.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Have a plan. Follow it. Find a wife and find favor with God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You may already be married and feel like you really missed out by not having a Godly plan. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 27:15 says, “A quarrelsome wife is as annoying as constant dripping on a rainy day.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:22 says, “He who finds a wife finds a good thing.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
How can a “quarrelsome wife” be a good thing?  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Romans 8:28 says, ”…we know that God causes everything to work together for the good 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for those who love God and are called according to His purpose for them.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you have a quarrelsome wife or even an unfaithful wife, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you have work to do.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The high goal for every Christian is to be “conformed to the image of Christ.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are to think like Jesus and to respond like Jesus.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Old Testament tells us story after story 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
about the complaining, unfaithful nature of the children of Israel.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God loved them and blessed them with miracles 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and provisions of all kinds 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and time after time, they complained bitterly 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and turned away from the gracious Savior to follow the gods of the people in the nearby countries.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It would take many hours to recount the mercy and faithfulness of the Lord 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
toward his unfaithful bride, the church, but, be assured, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he is faithful and full of mercy. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have in Christ an example of how we are to be toward of wife 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
whether she is a treasure or a constant pain.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you and have a great eternity.
TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

