#283 



Too Many Friends



Page 12 of 15

#283 Too Many Friends

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have asked the Lord to give us wisdom and common sense. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are looking at the wisdom of Proverbs in an effort to learn to be wise.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today’s proverb is going to cause us to realize that translating God’s word can be tricky.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am creating this message in English. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is going to be translated into several different languages for listening audiences around the world.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:24 is the verse we are studying today.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Before I try to talk about any proverb, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I usually look at several English translations 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to see if there is anything I can learn about the verse 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
from the minor differences, I find in the various translations.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you were to read Proverb 18:24 in any single translation, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you would miss some of the richness of instruction contained in this verse.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
All of the translators who are translating this message have to work hard 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to make the various English translations make sense in their own language.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s look at the King James version of this verse first, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The second half of this verse is basically the same in all of the various English translations. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They all say something to the effect that there is a friend that is closer than a brother.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The first half of the verse, in the various translations, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
gives us more than one understanding of the verse.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Remember, the King James Version says that a man that has friends must be friendly.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The American Revised Standard Version that was translated about 200 years after the King James Version 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
says,” He that makes many friends does it to his own destruction.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
A bit later, the Translators of the New American Standard Bible wrote, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “A man of too many friends comes to ruin.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The New Living Bible says, “There are "friends" who destroy each other.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have taken the time to show you these differences in translation for two reasons. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The first is to show you that any time you translate an idea from one language to another language, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there can be a variety of meanings that are communicated. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This can result in lack of communication or understanding between people who speak different languages.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is particularly significant 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when you are trying to build friendships with people who speak a different language. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is unfortunate that friendships are sometimes destroyed 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because of something as common as translation difficulties.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The other reason I am showing you these various translations 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is because the subject of friends is very close to the heart of every man, woman and child.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are created with both a need and a desire to have friends.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most of us think that having many friends is very important.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:24 sheds light on our need to have friends.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I believe we need to gain understanding regarding our need for friends 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by focusing on the second half of the verse. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says, “there is a friend that is closer than a brother.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The point is that while there are friends that hurt each other, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there is one friend who will never let us down.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have a well known hymn that declares, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “What a friend we have in Jesus.”  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is the friend that will never let us down. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is the friend that is closer than a brother.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now in the translations we showed earlier, there are really only two major differences.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The King James Version says that to have friends, you have to be friendly. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Most of the other translations focus on the idea that friends can hurt each other.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Both of these ideas are important and true. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am not a Hebrew scholar, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but I have been told that the original Hebrew language can be very difficult to translate at times. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I believe that the Holy Spirit has protected us from bad translations. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 Intensive Bible scholarship has resulted in many articles being written 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
about specific errors in translations in various versions of the English Bible.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
My experience in the Lord has taught me to look for opportunities to grow in wisdom and understanding 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when I encounter differences in various translations.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For instance, in Proverbs 18:24, if we look at the King James translation, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we learn a valuable lesson that we will not necessarily get 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if we only looked at the other translations.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says that if you want to have friends, you have to be friendly. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is a very important lesson. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many times we lament and worry about the fact that we do not have friends. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This proverb causes us to ask ourselves the question, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
have we been friendly toward others.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Being friendly consist of being more concerned about the needs of others 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
than we are about our own needs. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If our life only consists of me and my problems, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
there are few people who will be interested in developing a friendship with me.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 17:17 says,  “A friend is always loyal, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and a brother is born to help in time of need.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Are you helping others who are in need? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you are, you are showing yourself to be friendly and you will be gaining new friends.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Loyalty is another important part of being friendly.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Loyalty means that you always expect the best from your friend 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and you do not listen to accusations made against him or her.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 27:6 says that, “Wounds from a sincere friend are better than many kisses from an enemy.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you have a friend that you trust 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who you know is always looking out for you, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when that friend says something that hurts, you should listen carefully. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Usually the things that hurt are remarks about some failure or weakness 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that we do not want to admit exists.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Only a loyal sincere friend can tells us things that we are unwilling to tell ourselves.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Isn’t this beautiful?  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God chose to write a book in the Bible called Proverbs 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that we can have wise information about one of the most important areas of our lives.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We all want to have friends.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I hope you haven’t forgotten the other translations of Proverbs 18:24.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They give us a warning. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They talk about how too many friends can result in ruin. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They also say that friends can destroy one another.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
As I considered this warning, I was led by the Holy Spirit to read in First Corinthians chapter 1.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In chapter 1 we learn that the Church of Jesus Christ in Corinth was divided into factions. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some were following one man and others were following another man. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am confident that various groups of friends 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
made up their minds to support one man and not support another.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course every believer is called to love and be a friend of every other believer.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Friendship and love for the brethren are extremely important. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus said at one point, This is my commandment 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that you love one another, that your joy may be full. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He also said, “By this will all men know that you are my disciples, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that you love one another.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Later, John wrote in First John Chapter 4 and said, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Beloved, love one another. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For love is of God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and every one that loves is born of God and knows God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He that does not love does not know God.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Ideally, the church is one big happy family full of friends. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We do not live in an ideal world; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we live in a real world. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps you were listening recently when we talked about three salvations. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We said that your spirit is saved when you are born again. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Your soul is being saved and you body will be saved at the last trump.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Since it is true for all of us that our soul is being saved, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
throughout the church we find people with different levels of maturity. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Unless they have been well taught or read the scriptures on their own, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they may not yet be sensitive to the fact 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that love shared among friends in the church is very high on the list of important things.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:24 not only tells us how to be friendly. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 It also warns us that things are not always well among friends. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Things got so bad in the Galatian’s church 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that Paul had to write and tell them to be careful not to tear and devour one another. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Church friends that disappoint one another are perhaps one of the greatest dangers 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to the spiritual safety of believers both young an old. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is one thing to have an enemy say something bad about you, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but when the affront comes from a friend it hurts the most.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The first thing we must realize is that these things happen. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 18:24 tells us that having too many friends can lead to ruin. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 The next thing we must realize is that the reason friends fail each other 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is because Jesus is not finished with them. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are works in progress. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we can grasp that truth, it is a lot easier to forgive and forget when someone hurts you.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Recently I ministered to a young woman who had received the Lord a short time ago. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At first she was quite happy, but then, just as predicted in Proverbs, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
she was hurt by friends in the church.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She withdrew from the meetings. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Her disappointment was so great that it actually made her sick in her body. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We talked things over for a few minutes and I told her the simple truth

TRANSLATE HERE: 
that people in the church were on there way to becoming like Jesus, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but most simply had not gotten very far. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I asked her to apologize to Jesus for allowing her disappointment with her friends 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to cause her to doubt Him and to draw away from Christian fellowship.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She prayed earnestly with tears, asking the Lord to forgive her. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We then asked the Lord to heal her body 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and she was healed from serious illnesses that the doctors had not been able to help.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps you are like her. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You have been disappointed by your friends at church. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You have allowed your heart to grow cold toward the Lord, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
even though you are still attending church services regularly. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps you need to ask the Lord to forgive you 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for allowing others to rob you of your joy in the Lord.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You can be restored by taking your troubles to our friend Jesus, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who is a friend that is closer than a brother.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
You can receive healing in your spirit and your body too if necessary. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Just remember Jesus himself was wounded in the house of His friends. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He forgave and loved. You can too.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you do, you will have a great eternity. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you.

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

