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TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:1 says,  Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many proverbs contain two main ideas or thoughts. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In most instances these ideas reflect on opposite ideas. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today’s proverb compares a man walking in integrity to a man walking in foolishness.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We are going to study the perverse fool first. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I want to end the program giving you a picture of a person with a righteous heart 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who does and says things that please the Lord.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perverse speech comes from a perverse heart.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many times we have mentioned Jesus’ statement, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Out of the abundance of a man’s heart, his mouth speaks.”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That is why we can say confidently
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 that a person with perverse speech is a person with a perverse heart.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Someone with a perverse heart could be called a pervert. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To be perverse is to be obstinate or even wicked. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is possible to be a little perverse and it is also possible to be very perverse. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Chances are you know someone with a perverse mouth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They frequently state their objections to almost all suggestions. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When offered a chance to do the right thing, they resist and say, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “I am going to do it my way.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
They are stubborn and obstinate.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have some important things to learn about people with perverse lips. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is a strong possibility that they are that way 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because the Lord has allowed them to be caught in their own trap. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In fact, there is Biblical evidence that the Lord actually gave them a perverse heart. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
History found in the Old Testament gives us an example of a perverse  king 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that the Lord caused to be stubborn and defiant…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 (Incidentally, this story must be very important because it is told three times, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
once in Numbers, once in Deuteronomy and again in the Book of Judges.)

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Reading from Deuteronomy Chapter 2 toward the end of the chapter…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Moses wrote, "From the wilderness of Kedemoth 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I sent ambassadors to King Sihon of Heshbon with this proposal of peace: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
'Let us travel through your land. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We will stay on the main road and won't turn off into the fields on either side. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sell us food to eat and water to drink, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and we will pay for it. All we want is permission to pass through your land.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"But King Sihon of Heshbon refused to allow us to pass through, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because the LORD your God made Sihon stubborn and defiant 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so He could help you defeat him, as He has now done.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
…the LORD our God handed him over to us, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and we crushed him, his sons, and all his people.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
King Sihon was a fool with a perverse heart.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we were to read the whole chapter, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we would have a better idea regarding why we can call him a fool. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In this chapter we read that the tribes of Israel were traveling. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They had made agreements with the leaders of two regions to pass through their land peacefully. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They had agreed to pay for any water or feed for animals that might be consumed.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They offered the same deal to Sihon. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Since they had completed these agreements with two other rulers, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sihon could have easily checked to see that it was a good deal.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Instead, he foolishly choose to go to war against a people that were much stronger than he was.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The question remains, why was he so foolish 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and why did the Lord give him a stubborn and defiant heart?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Jeremiah Chapter 48 we learn that King Sihon’s ancient home was filled with rebellious people.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I tend to believe that these were people who had repeatedly ignored the Lord’s effort to heal them. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps you know someone who is doing the things described at the end of Proverbs Chapter 1. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Listen carefully as we read about the fate and condition of foolish people. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear the voice of God speaking in the person of the wisdom of God.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"I called you so often, but you wouldn't come. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I reached out to you, but you paid no attention. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You ignored my advice and rejected the correction I offered. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
So I will laugh when you are in trouble! I will mock you when disaster overtakes you—

TRANSLATE HERE: 
when calamity overtakes you like a storm, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when disaster engulfs you like a cyclone, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and anguish and distress overwhelm you. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"When they cry for help, I will not answer. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Though they anxiously search for me, they will not find me. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For they hated knowledge and chose not to fear the LORD. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
They rejected my advice and paid no attention when I corrected them. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Therefore, they must eat the bitter fruit of having their own way, choking on their own schemes. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For simpletons turn away from me—to death. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Fools are destroyed by their own complacency. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear of harm." 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perverse wicked people tend to do stupid things. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
King Sihon had the facts before him but he chose to go to war anyhow. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Undoubtedly, he had rejected the wisdom of God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the end result was that the Lord gave him a perverse heart. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He had to eat the bitter fruit of doing things his own way. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The people in the land of Sihon were rebellious 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to the extent that they were no longer able to find the Lord and his wisdom. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Their end was death.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs speaks over and over again about the sad fate of fools. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I have read these accounts to make us think about the fact that the Lord knows our hearts. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Not only does he know our hearts, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but if our hearts are not right toward him, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he actually assists us in our foolishness by giving us stubborn and defiant hearts.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This should make us consider our ways. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If God is against us, who can be for us?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now you may be saying to yourself, “I am a Christian. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I am not a wicked person. How does this apply to me?”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yesterday I mentioned one more time that we are the recipients of three salvations. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We said that your spirit is saved when you are born again. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Your soul is being saved and your body will be saved when the last trumpet sounds.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Since it is true for all of us that our soul is being saved, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
all of us have different parts of our character or personality that are being renovated by the Holy Spirit.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The writer of Hebrews warns us to not harden our hearts. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He would not give us that warning if it were not possible for us to harden our hearts. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Paul told the church to put off sin. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He would not have told them to do that if it were impossible for Christians to sin.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The worst part about hardening your own heart 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is that at some point you could be trapped and not even realize what happened. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Paul wrote about Christians who had seared their conscience as with a hot iron. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Paul was talking in medical terms. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At one time, when a person was bleeding profusely, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it was a common practice to touch the spot that was bleeding with a hot iron. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The iron would burn the flesh, but at the same time it would seal off the blood vessel 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that the blood would stop flowing.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The reference to our conscience being seared 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
means that the thoughts of righteousness no longer flow into our consciousness 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and we loose the ability to feel bad about doing bad things.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is a good thing to be reminded of the foolishness of perverse lips. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The things we have talked about today 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
should give us a holy fear regarding speaking with perverse lips.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Even so, it is better to be reminded of the characteristics of a man walking in integrity.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our proverb for today specifically refers to the “poor man” who walks in integrity.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Frequently we think that people who do not have money are limited in what they can or can not do. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 Perhaps the most important thing that a poor man can do is walk in integrity.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
God’s word mentions integrity often. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In Proverbs 28:6 the verse is virtually repeated word for word. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says,”It is better to be poor and honest 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
than to be dishonest and rich.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 2:7 tells us that the Lord, “…grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is a shield to those who walk with integrity.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is a precious promise. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Walking with integrity as an honest man 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is something we can do by the grace of God. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps one of the most important things we can learn about walking in honesty and integrity
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 is that, as Christians, we have help.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Christ in us is our hope of Glory.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we invited Jesus to rule our lives, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he took up residence in our hearts 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and made himself available to us via the agency of the Holy Spirit.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
John tells us that the Holy Spirit is not only comforter, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but he is a teacher. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He leads us and guides us into all truth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Learning to recognize the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is one of the most important things we can do as a Christian. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Holy Spirit is available to us at every moment of the day.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Holy Spirit frequently talks to us through what we have learned to call our conscience.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It goes without saying that a poor man would be glad to receive money 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to help him in his poverty. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s say that this poor man is walking down the street 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and he notices a lady shopping in an open market. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The lady may have just completed the purchase of some food for her family. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Immediately after paying for the food, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
she accidently drops some of her money on the ground and walks away. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The poor man picks up the money.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is at this point that we discover whether or not 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the poor man is walking in honesty and in integrity of heart. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He has two choices. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He can keep the money 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or he can run after the lady and give it back to her. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is when he bends over to pick up the money 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when we discover whether of not he is going to respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
His conscience will be talking to him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The question is, will he obey it or not.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This simple illustration is not limited to events that happen in the street market.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Both poor and rich are confronted frequently with moral choices. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The mark of the man with integrity is his willingness to listen to and obey the leading of the Holy Spirit.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you will listen and obey, you will have a great eternity.,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you.
TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
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