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#286 Shifting the Blame

Proverbs19:3 says,  People ruin their lives by their own foolishness 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and then are angry at the LORD.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yesterday we looked at how being hasty or in a hurry 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
causes people to make errors and mistakes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We focused on being in a hurry while driving a car to illustrate this point. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The conclusion of the lesson was that we should have faith 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
in the Lord’s ability to manage our times, our coming and our goings.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today we are going to take a more spiritual look at the same subject. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We will see that hurry and lack of knowledge cause people to ruin their own lives 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the lives of others. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They then complicate the matter by becoming angry with the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is as if they would like to believe that the Lord caused their problems. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They are unwilling to admit that it was their own foolishness that made them fail.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yesterday we looked at the New American Standard Bible translation of Proverbs 19:2, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “… it is not good for a person to be without knowledge, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And he who hurries his footsteps errs.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is more to learn about this verse by looking at two other translations.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The New Living translation says, “Enthusiasm without knowledge is no good; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
haste makes mistakes.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The New International Version says, “It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
nor to be hasty and miss the way.”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is a great mystery to anyone who has been a Christian for any amount of time.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Why is it that many people, who call themselves Christians 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
make such big mistakes and do things that hurt themselves and others?

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:3 says, “… people ruin their lives by their own foolishness.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Apparently this includes Christian people.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
How many people do you know that have blamed God and stopped going to church 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or following the Lord because of the bad things 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that were done by someone who professed to be a Christian.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps the worst thing that happens is when a pastor or church leader 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
does something that really hurts other people. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When that happens, it is easy to say 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that this is God’s fault and then to become angry with God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Recently when we mentioned this subject,
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we talked about the fact that all Christians are having their personalities 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
transformed to make them more like Jesus. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We said that Christians do hurtful things 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because they have not grown up yet.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is not an excuse for their behavior, but it is an explanation.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Young Christians are often full of zeal or enthusiasm 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that causes them to make hasty decisions that simply do not work out.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:2 states that they have “zeal without knowledge”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our study in the book of Proverbs is all about growing in wisdom and knowledge. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have talked about having knowledge of God 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and about knowing his ways. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The problem of having “zeal without knowledge” is not limited to young Christians.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
My wife has her own proverb related to this subject. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Whether she made it up or heard it somewhere else 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It does not matter. It is still true.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
“Bad doctrine is a cruel taskmaster.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Zeal or enthusiasm without knowledge is almost always associated with bad doctrine.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Several years ago I heard a preacher enthusiastically announce this to his audience.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Today is a special day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Any money that you place in the offering today 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
will be returned to you 1000 times more than the amount you put in the offering.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now this pastor sincerely believes in the principle of reaping and sowing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is a doctrine that is very clearly stated in the New Testament. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
His audience was made up of enthusiastic people with a sincere desire to serve the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Had I believed that what he said was in fact true, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I could have used my credit card to place a very large amount of money in the offering. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
1000 times that amount would have made me financially secure for the rest of my life.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I did not do it.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yet, I am certain that there were people in the audience who believed enough 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to give money that really was not theirs to give. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Undoubtedly some placed money in the offering hastily, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
only to discover that now they did not have enough money to pay an important bill. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is reasonable to believe that in their disappointment they became angry with God.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is another area of spiritual concern that demands real knowledge.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many people know that there is healing available for our sicknesses in the cross of Jesus Christ.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Too often, when they learn that someone is ill, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they immediately proclaim, “You are healed in the name of Jesus.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They do this without thinking about it or inquiring the mind of the Lord.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sometimes they demand that the person they pray for stop saying that they are sick. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is referred to as making a positive confession. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now I wholly agree with making a positive confession, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but I have knowledge about God’s ways that prevents me from blindly following these instructions.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
First of all, if a man lost his arm in an accident, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
it would be foolish to tell him to make a positive confession 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and say, “My arm is whole and well because by His stripes I am healed.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now I believe that the Lord can replace an arm. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have an instance in the scripture 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
where one of the disciples used a sword to cut off the ear of a soldier. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus touched the soldier and the ear was restored. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is big difference between saying that Jesus can restore my arm 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and Jesus has restored my arm, when in fact my arm is still missing.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Not many would ask anyone to make a positive confession about a missing arm, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but if the problem is with an internal organ such as a liver that has stopped working 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or about a portion of the body that is filled with cancer, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
people who have zeal without knowledge do not seem to hesitate 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to tell the sick person that they should say that they are healed.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I do not believe that the man that was blind for birth said out loud 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that he could see until he actually could see. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
People that say they are healed when they are doubled over with pain 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or when they can not walk give a bad impression to others.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I can recall an instance where a man and a wife had two children. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The young boy had an accident and was paralyzed completely. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The father and the mother desperately desired to exercise faith. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Every day for many months they proclaimed that their son was whole. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The daughter attempted to go along with them at first. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She was hearing the same teachings about the need to have a positive confession 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and she earnestly tried to apply the principles she was hearing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At a certain point, she gave up. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She could not keep saying something that was obviously not true. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She responded by becoming angry with her parents and angry with God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She moved out of the house and in her depression sank into a lifestyle of sin.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Bad doctrine is a cruel task master.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The truth is that God heals 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and that our health is purchased for us on Calvary. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But, it is also true that he does everything in His appointed time according to His wise purposes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For instance, one of the precious fruits of the spirit is long suffering. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The last time I checked, long suffering refers to suffering over a long period of time.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible teaches that suffering creates patience 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and patience creates spiritual perfection.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I rejoice in seeing people miraculously and wonderfully healed 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
at the moment a spirit-led person declares healing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I also value the deep strength and perseverance 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that is brought forward in the lives of people who suffer while abiding in Christ.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What I mean to say is 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that it can be a mistake to hastily, zealously and enthusiastically declare healing 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
without consulting the mind of the Lord. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The sick person may be in need of repentance. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If they are healed before they repent, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they may have a healthy body 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but a sick soul that can only produce more disease.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The knowledge that is most often missing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is the knowledge of how to hear God’s voice 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and walk under the control the Holy Spirit.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Acting hastily, being in a hurry, with uninformed enthusiasm and zeal is altogether too common.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I may have mentioned the following example before, because it has made a big impression on me.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jehu is an Old Testament character. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
One day a prophet came to him and anointed him with oil. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
At the same time he told him that he was going to become the king of Israel. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
That same day Jehu rushed out and killed two kings and several of their attendants. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He then made himself king. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Later he called for a satanic worship service. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He gave instructions that no one should enter the building 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
unless they were a true worshipper of Satan. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He had announced that this was a special service 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and that they were going to worship Baal or Satan 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
like no one else had done before. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When He got everyone in the building he locked the doors 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and killed all of the worshippers of Baal. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I used to think that this was a good thing 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
until a read the following reference from Hosea, 1:4
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “And the LORD said to him, "…I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel…”
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Apparently the Lord was not happy with the enthusiastic zeal of Jehu.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This understanding has helped me to understand the errors of certain spiritual leaders and pastors. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Like Jehu, they were appointed and anointed by God, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but they acted in “zeal without knowledge.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps the clearest example of this is seen when a Christian man, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
not understanding the true purposes of God’s directions and teachings 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
harshly rules his wife and children. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Too often I have seen men dominate their wives 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when the direction of the scripture tells them to love them as Christ loved the church.  

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible gives very clear instructions in 1 Peter 3…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and treat them with respect as the weaker partner 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Men that abuse their wives are often disappointed that God does not hear their prayers. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If they knew the scriptures from 1st Peter, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they would have no reason to be surprised. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Having ruined their marriages by their own foolishness, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
they become angry with God and with their wives and children. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They hastily correct their wives and children for minor infractions and by doing so err greatly.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I pray that we have learned something today. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If so, we will have a great eternity. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is A Proverb a Day.

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

