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#287 A Liar Will Not Escape

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:5 states A false witness will not go unpunished, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
nor will a liar escape.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It has been said that a lie is an ever present help in time of trouble.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course this is not true. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God is an ever present help in time of trouble. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus said, “I am the truth”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He did not say, “I always tell the truth.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
He said, “I am the truth.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
His statement described his character or his nature. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is by nature full of truth. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This condition of being full of truth is the source of the word truthful.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
By contrast, Jesus says of the devil 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that, “He is a liar from the very beginning. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He is the father of lies and there is not any truth in him.” 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
These two statements alone should give us all the information we need 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to decide how we are going to handle the truth in the daily affairs of our life.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:5 adds important information by letting us know 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that, “A false witness will not go unpunished, nor will a liar escape.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The circumstance surrounding the death of King Saul, king of Israel, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
gives us insights into today’s proverb.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear the word of the Lord from 1st and 2nd Samuel. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This story is found at the end of 1st Samuel and at the beginning of 2nd Samuel.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
There was a war between the Philistines and the Israelites. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Israelites lost.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Philistines closed in on Saul and his sons, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and they killed three of his sons—Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malkishua. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The fighting grew very fierce around Saul, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the Philistine archers caught up with him and wounded him severely. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Saul groaned to his armor bearer, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Take your sword and kill me before these pagan Philistines come 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to run me through and taunt and torture me." 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But his armor bearer was afraid and would not do it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
So Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
When his armor bearer realized that Saul was dead, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he fell on his own sword and died beside the king.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
So Saul, his three sons, his armor bearer, and his troops all died together that same day.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Please pay careful attention to the details of this story. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We see that Saul was gravely wounded. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He asked his armor bearer to kill him before he was captured and tortured. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But the armor bearer was afraid to do it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Saul “fell on his own sword and died.” 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Afterwards the armor bearer did the same thing.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now in the next chapter we hear more of the story…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
After the death of Saul, David returned from his victory over the Amalekites 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and spent two days in Ziklag. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
On the third day a man arrived from Saul's army camp. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He had torn his clothes and put dirt on his head 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to show that he was in mourning. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He fell to the ground before David in deep respect. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Where have you come from?" David asked. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"I escaped from the Israelite camp," the man replied. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"What happened?" David demanded. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Tell me how the battle went." 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The man replied, "Our entire army fled from the battle. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Many of the men are dead, and Saul and his son Jonathan are also dead." 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"How do you know Saul and Jonathan are dead?" David demanded of the young man. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The man answered, "I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and there was Saul leaning on his spear with the enemy chariots and charioteers closing in on him. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When he turned and saw me, he cried out for me to come to him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
'How can I help?' I asked him. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"He responded, 'Who are you?' 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"'I am an Amalekite,' I told him. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Then he begged me, 'Come over here and put me out of my misery, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for I am in terrible pain and want to die.' 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"So I killed him," the Amalekite told David, "for I knew he couldn't live. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then I took his crown and his armband, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and I have brought them here to you, my lord."

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Let’s pretend that we are members of a jury 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and we have two sources of testimony regarding something that happened. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For the sake of argument, let’s say that the first account of Saul’s death 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that we heard came directly from God through the inspired writing of Samuel.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The second account of Saul’s death came from a man who apparently was present when Saul died.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The two stories agree that Saul leaned upon his sword as the enemy was approaching. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Saul, in fact cried out for help dying. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He wanted to die. He was in misery. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Since we know that the first story is the correct story, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we have to conclude that the testimony of the Amalekite was only partially true. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He must have been present at the death of Saul to be able to know certain details.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Amalekite made a big mistake. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He added some facts to the story
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 that he thought were going to make a big profit for himself.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Everyone knew that Saul was jealous of David. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Saul had spent years trying to capture and kill David. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Amalekite naturally assumed that David would reward him 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
if he told him that he had killed his enemy Saul. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
So he said,” I took his crown and his armband, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and I have brought them here to you, my lord.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The crown and the armband proved that he was there when Saul died.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If he had only told the whole truth 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he may very well have been rewarded for bringing them to David. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear what happened next…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
They mourned and wept and fasted all day for Saul and his son Jonathan, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and for the Lord’s army and the nation of Israel, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
because they had died by the sword that day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then David said to the young man who had brought the news, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Where are you from?" 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And he replied, "I am a foreigner, an Amalekite, who lives in your land." 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Why were you not afraid to kill the Lord’s anointed one?" David asked. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then David said to one of his men, "Kill him!" 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
So the man thrust his sword into the Amalekite and killed him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"You have condemned yourself," David said, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"for you yourself confessed that you killed the Lord’s anointed one."

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Apparently the Amalekite was unaware of how much David loved Saul and Jonathan, Saul’s son. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Clearly he did not know that David had several opportunities to kill Saul. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
David respected God’s decision to make Saul the King
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 and he went out of his way to be careful to not challenge God’s wisdom by attacking Saul.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The error of the Amalekite is a perfect example of how many of us become false witnesses. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our lies prevent us from escaping the consequences of our lies.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When we “add to the truth” some fact that seems to make the telling of the story more powerful, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we are acting just like the Amalekite. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 Let’s say that we are going to hold a big celebration. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We want everyone that can to attend the celebration 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that everyone will be happy and have a good time. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now let’s say that the purpose of this celebration is to honor the Lord 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for good things that he has done for us in the past.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
People often attend events where there is some possibility of seeing some famous person. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To get more people to attend the event, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we could say that a certain famous person is going to be there too. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now, in fact, we know that this famous person is not going to be able to attend the event. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But, we see that it is a good strategy to make people believe otherwise. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our strategy includes the plan to announce at the event that at the last minute 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
circumstances have prevented the famous person from attending. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We reason that people will forgive us if they find out. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And, anyhow, they are going to have such a good time at the celebration 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that the fact that we told a lie will be easily forgotten.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:2 says, “A false witness will not go unpunished, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
nor will a liar escape.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Now it is not important how our story about the famous person is going to be punished. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We have assurances from the word of God that punishment is going to happen.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The most disturbing part about the Amalekite and the celebration story
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 is that telling lies surrounded by truth is a way of life for many people. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you practice that strategy over and over again, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
you can become very skilled at placing seemingly profitable lies into your tales of truth.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The problem is that God says, “You will not escape.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The spiritual law of reaping and sowing does not always have a clear time line associated with it. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Often, just when you think you have been successful and are resting in your successes, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
the hand of judgment falls. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Recently we learned how murderous acts by King Jehu 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
resulted in the withdrawal of God’s favor many years later.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Psalm 15 makes the issue even more important. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear the word of the Lord from Psalm 15.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
A psalm of David. Who may worship in Your sanctuary, LORD? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Who may enter Your presence on Your holy hill? 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
speaking the truth from sincere hearts.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our access into the holy presence of God is conditional. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We must always be speaking the truth from a sincere heart.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This information that you are receiving today is extremely important.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is altogether too common for people who handle the truth 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
with a bit of untruth mixed in 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to wonder why they are not enjoying the sweet presence of Jesus.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Yesterday we learned from Proverbs, “People ruin their lives by their own foolishness
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 and then are angry at the LORD.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In another place David prayed, “…take not your holy spirit from me. ‘
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Create in me a clean heart oh Lord.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
And in Psalm 24 verses 3-4 David writes, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Who may climb the mountain of the LORD? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Who may stand in His holy place? 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 Only those whose hands and hearts are pure, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who do not worship idols and never tell lies.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The world we live in teaches that a lie is an ever present help in time of trouble. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible teaches that lies prevent us from drawing close to the Lord in prayer and worship. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It even says that no liar shall in any way go to heaven. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I pray that today’s lesson will cause us to examine our hearts and our lives. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is not too late to ask God to forgive us.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we rely on our own strength we will fail. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
If we walk in the strength of Jesus 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
who came to live inside of us when we were born again, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we will be able to have his character 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and walk in truth all the way into the great eternity 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that he has waiting for us in heaven.

\ 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
God bless you!

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

