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#288 Loving Your Own Soul

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Proverbs 19:8 states:  To acquire wisdom is to love ones self; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
people who cherish understanding will prosper.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Generally speaking self-love is considered to be a negative thing. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The ancient Greeks named one of their Gods Narcissus. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The story is that Narcissus was so in love with himself 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
that he would spend endless hours looking at his reflection in a pool of water.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Today we say that someone who loves himself is narcissistic.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Bible teaches that there is a profitable self love. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It says,” to acquire wisdom is to love oneself.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus said that the second great commandment is 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to love your neighbor as you love yourself.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
There is an unhealthy self love 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and there is a healthy self love. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Self love is a fact of life. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is an essential part of self preservation.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For instance, in Corinthians Paul gives the following instruction, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Run from sexual sin! 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Essentially, he is saying that you must love your body enough to protect it.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Our proverb for today contains a promise, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “people who cherish understanding will prosper.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This promise and those from Chapter 1 of Proverbs 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
should be an inspiration to us to “get wisdom” and to “love wisdom.”  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hear the word of the Lord from Proverbs Chapter 3 verses 13 through 26

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Joyful is the person who finds wisdom, the one who gains understanding. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
For wisdom is more profitable than silver, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and her wages are better than gold. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Wisdom is more precious than rubies; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
nothing you desire can compare with her. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
She offers you long life in her right hand,  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and riches and honor in her left. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
She will guide you down delightful paths; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
all her ways are satisfying. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Wisdom is a tree of life to those who embrace her; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
happy are those who hold her tightly. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
By wisdom the LORD founded the earth; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
by understanding He created the heavens. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
By His knowledge the deep fountains of the earth burst forth, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the dew settles beneath the night sky. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
My child, don't lose sight of common sense and discernment. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Hang on to them, 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
for they will refresh your soul. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They are like jewels on a necklace. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
They keep you safe on your way, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and your feet will not stumble. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You can go to bed without fear; you will lie down and sleep soundly. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
You need not be afraid of sudden disaster 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
or the destruction that comes upon the wicked, 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
for the LORD is your security. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He will keep your foot from being caught in a trap. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
These are truly wonderful and precious promises. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
To obtain them, we need to wisely grasp what it is to get wisdom and knowledge.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It has been said that gaining knowledge involves collecting lots of information. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Wisdom is knowing what to do with the information once you have it.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In 1st Kings we learn the following about King Solomon…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Solomon loved the LORD and followed all the decrees of his father, David, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and this is the way he prayed…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Now, O LORD my God, You have made me king instead of my father, David, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but I am like a little child who doesn't know his way around. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
And here I am in the midst of Your own chosen people, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
a nation so great and numerous they cannot be counted! 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Give me an understanding heart so that I can govern Your people well 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and know the difference between right and wrong. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
So God replied, "Because you have asked for wisdom in governing My people with justice 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and have not asked for a long life or wealth or the death of your enemies—

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I will give you what you asked for! 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I will give you a wise and understanding heart 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
such as no one else has had or ever will have! 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
And I will also give you what you did not ask for—
TRANSLATE HERE: 
riches and fame! 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
No other king in all the world will be compared to you for the rest of your life!

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We can see here that when Solomon asked the Lord for wisdom, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
he was loving his neighbor as he loved himself. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
In other words, he was not just asking for wisdom for himself out of self love. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was motivated by a desire to protect the lives of other people. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is a key to the difference between healthy self love and unhealthy self love. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Asking things for your self as you are motivated to care for the needs of others is healthy. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
At one point, the Apostle Paul asked the Lord to open for him a door of utterance. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
In other words, he asked the Lord to give him the ability to speak well. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was not asking so that he could obtain a reputation as a great preacher. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He was asking for this gift so that the people who listened to him 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
could prosper from the things that he would say.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Perhaps the most famous example of Solomon’s wisdom 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
is found in the story of the two women that argued about the ownership of a child.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is told in the same chapter from 1st Kings. Hear the word of the Lord…

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Some time later two prostitutes came to the king to have an argument settled. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Please, my lord," one of them began, "this woman and I live in the same house.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
I gave birth to a baby while she was with me in the house. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Three days later this woman also had a baby. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We were alone; there were only two of us in the house. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
But her baby died during the night when she rolled over on it. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then she got up in the night and took my son from beside me while I was asleep. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
She laid her dead child in my arms and took mine to sleep beside her. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
And in the morning when I tried to nurse my son, he was dead! 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But when I looked more closely in the morning light, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
I saw that it wasn't my son at all." 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then the other woman interrupted, "It certainly was your son, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and the living child is mine." 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"No," the first woman said, "the living child is mine, and the dead one is yours." 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
And so they argued back and forth before the king. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then the king said, "Let's get the facts straight. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Both of you claim the living child is yours, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and each says that the dead one belongs to the other. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
All right, bring me a sword." So a sword was brought to the king. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then he said, "Cut the living child in two, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and give half to one woman and half to the other!" 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then the woman who was the real mother of the living child, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and who loved him very much, cried out, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Oh no, my lord! Give her the child—please do not kill him!" 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
But the other woman said, "All right, he will be neither yours nor mine; 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
divide him between us!" 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Then the king said, "Do not kill the child, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but give him to the woman who wants him to live, for she is his mother!" 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
When all Israel heard the king's decision, the people were in awe of the king, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
for they saw the wisdom God had given him for rendering justice. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
We see that Solomon gained information about the argument between the two prostitutes. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
What he did with the information caused him to gain a reputation for being wise.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Spiritual wisdom frequently contains an element of surprise or of the unexpected. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is unlikely that anyone expected Solomon to suggest that the baby be sliced into two pieces with a sword. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Of course that was not what he intended to do. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
He simply used the idea of cutting the child into two pieces to get to the truth 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
about which woman had true motherly love for the child.  
TRANSLATE HERE: 
The prostitute that was willing to give the child 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
to another to protect the life of the child was demonstrating motherly love.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus demonstrated a similar kind of wisdom 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when he was confronted with a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This story is found in the eighth chapter of the Gospel of John.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
As He was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees
TRANSLATE HERE: 
 brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They put her in front of the crowd. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"Teacher," they said to Jesus, "this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The law of Moses says to stone her. What do You say?" 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
They were trying to trap Him into saying something they could use against Him, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
but Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with His finger. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They kept demanding an answer, so He stood up again and said, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
"All right, but let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!" 

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The teachers of the law had information about the act of the adultery. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They had information about the law of God. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
For them, the next step was simple. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They wanted Jesus to justify their desire to kill this lady.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
By the spirit, Jesus knew that the Pharisees were testing him. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
They were more concerned about catching Jesus in an error 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
than they were about the sin the woman had committed. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Sadly, they did not even care if this woman died. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
All they wanted was some excuse to catch the Lord in a legal error 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
so that they could justify themselves.
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus, in a great display of wisdom, both offered grace to the woman caught in adultery 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and dealt with the hypocrisy of the Pharisees at the same time.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
 “Let the person who is without sin cast the first stone.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
This statement stopped the Pharisees dead in their tracks. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Jesus was able to reach into their conscience 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and use it to make them back off. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
After they left, he told the woman, “Go and sin no more.”

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Having come so close to death and having been rescued by the carpenter from Galilee, 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
we believe that this woman was changed for life.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
Both of these illustrations emphasis the role of the spirit of wisdom. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
We can learn from these stories. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
It is our responsibility to collect knowledge or good information 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
when confronted with any problem needing a solution.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
The wisest thing we can do is to quietly wait for the Lord to give us a wise solution. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
Be open to the unexpected. God’s ways are not man’s ways.

TRANSLATE HERE: 
If you love wisdom, she will talk to you 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
and you will have a great eternity. 
TRANSLATE HERE: 
This is Brother Stephen Keel and this is a Proverb a Day. God bless you.

TRANSLATE HERE: 

TRANSLATE HERE: 

